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doth from private Reg, The one is more daring, 
and bare-fat'd, as being ated by publick Command : The 
other more fly and private, as being perform d by thoſe 
ef private Capacity: They may differ in ſuch lute little 
Circumſtances, but in the main they agree, or rather they 
are the ſame : For they are both horrid Sacrile ä 
equaly a Robbing of God. *Tis true, in reſpeft of a 
National Grievance, or Publick Damage, the Sequeſtra- 
tor is the greater Thief of the two. But this th not 


way, as it is commonly practis d in this Nation by all 


This little Traft therefore, which I preſent to Pub- 
lick View, confiſts of the latter ſort of. Tithe- Robbing. 
"RM 43 


* 
» © " . 
, , * * 
s 5 LE; 2 
«a 
* —4 — 
, , | , ; | ; 
4. od S - 
. " > 2 — * * 
of # , AD. * 
4 . 


Take Tithe-Robbing to « Twofold. The one Whole- 
ſale, the other Retail. The former ſort differs from 
the latter, as univerſal Plundering or Sequeſtration - 


; both 


at all extenuate the Sin of ſtealing Tithes in a Retail 


forts of People, to the Scandal of Church and State. 
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"The PREFACE. 
which J rather, indeed, call -Tithe-ſtealing ; as being 
that vulgar, habituated way of filching and curtail. 

ing thoſe Things which are Sacred, and devoted 10 
God for the Uſe and Maintenance of the Prieſts. . 4 
Crime that is to be abominated by al who have ay 
Regard for God, Religion, Conſcience, or common Ho- 
our. So that whereſgever you find Criminals of this 
kind, you may take it for granted that they are Men 
of baſe, vicious Principles; of a ſtingy, narrow Spirit, 
and that have not the leaſt Spark of . Gemerofity in 
them.” I owt know how highly fome , wi are perpe- 
tually guilty of this Sin, may carry their Heads ; yet 
F we cond but trace them through the whole Se 
ries" of their Actings, I'm afraid we ſhould find em to 
be Cheats and Falſificators ; Perſons infamous for their 
other foul ways o, dealing , at wel as Cheating. the 
Parſon of his One in Ten. Theſe Men T attack ; and 
could I do it to that effect as they realy deferve, I 
would quickly make them ſee ( provided they would 

not ſhut their "Eyes ) , That of all. the Thieves which 

do peſter the World, they are the moſt odious, heinous, 

and  diſingenuous. I might glean after other Great 

Men, if I would, and treat of this ſort of Sacrilege 

in a more comprehenſive manner: Such as Taking ana) 

Parſonages all at once , as King Henry the Eighth 

did; or as it „as in the Days of Cromwel the U. 
3 ſurper, who ſequeſtred whole Biſhopricks, Deaneries, and 
| other Church. Landi, to Prophane and Secular Les. 
But .theſe things T omit , defiring only amy Reader to 
take nctice of this, viz. That though I have quited 
two or three Flaces of Modern Authors, which, its 
Poſſible , may more immediately and . direftly relate to 
lat more pallick and general way of robbing _ 107 


* 
- \ 


Er 
ſich as Bequeſtration of Church: Lands, & c. Jet pre- 
ſume. they may be very fitly applied to this particular 
way of "defrauding him f his Dues , and may ſerve to 
explode this kind of robbing God as well as the other. 
Arainſt this peculiar ſort of Sacrilege I write: And 
let grinning Thieves, Pickthanks, Worldlings, and H- 
pocrites think © what they pleaſe of my undertaking this 
Point of Doctrine againſt them, I regard them not. 
Hr Til an; though Im pretty ſenſible that ſince 1 
have pitched: upon this Subject of Diſcourſe, I ſhall be 
thoug.t, by” a great many, to have enter d upon an Un. 
thankful 'Office. But as Unthankfub as it i in © the 
eyes of ſome 5 I hope it's not a whit the more irra- 
| tional. or frivolous in it ſelf for being ' deſpis d and 
card at by thoſe who are really ſo. Frivolous and 
Irrational (I ſhould think') it cannot be; becauſe it's 
a Topick which. concerns God, our Neighbour , and our 
ſelves. All theſe ſuffer in the Perpetration of Tithe- 
| Sealing, Ye have robbed me, ſays God; there it 
reſpefts him: Even this whole Nation; there it 
concerns our | Neighbour : Ye are. curſed with a Curſe ; 
here it relates to our ſelves. *. So thar the Subject in 
band muſt needs be of great moment and importance, 
let People caſt what eye. they pleaſe towards it. The - 
Subjeft is good, though it le but meanly and * poorly. 
manag'd. If they ll ſay it's an irtſame aui unpleaſant: 
Theme , we need. not wonder; for ſo patial are men” 
become towards themſelves, that they will not bear of 
their Duty when © their  Conſciences upbraid them for 
the breach of it. Moreover , Thievery is ſuch a vile 
piece of Diſingenuity, to be laid to the Charge. of -a++ 
Man of any common Honour or Honeſty that it's 
wt to be born with.” For why-? Can't a man m- 


| The PREFACE. 
a-days be too cunning, for the Pries, am out-v;; 
his Teacher a: litile , but he muſt be immediate) 
branded jor a Villain? May not he deal with the 
Diſpenſers of God s Holy Word, as he doth with 
other Mortals in . common Affairs, by Circumventing , 
Cozening,. and Over-reaching them in their Rights and 
Properties? Or, what's the Parſon more than another, 
That be may not be Put apon 2 To this effect they in- 
pudently and blaſphemouſly Prate , not knowing . what 
they. ſay or do. For if they did, they muſt need 
fee a waſt difference, or. rather , inequality of the 
Two Sins, viz. The Robbing God and Man ; and the 
Robbing Man alone. But if they are not ſenſible of 
what they do, when they Defrand God and his Pric;, 
of their Tithes, &c. it's 4 piece of Charity to make 
them ſee this their Error before it be too late. It 
this Doctrine appear never. fo harſh, rugged and ſevere, 
it matters not, as long, as it be Medicinal; and fervs 
to fave a Brother at the ſame time it ſerves to expoſe 
him. Did People conſult Reafon and Healy Scriptore , WW. 
they would find that Truth, whereſetver ſhe was, or ii 
whatever dreſs fbe might appear, were mere comely and | 
acceptable , than all the Pleaſures of Si and deceitful 
beauties of Vanity and Error. Could we perſwade Tithe- 
ftealers , that if they dont mend their Manners , thi 
will endanger their Eftates as well as Sonls; that 4 
little which. is Il got this may, is like a Canker up 
Mettle that eats and gnaws till it deſtroys the fubftance. 
Or, like a Gangrene in @ humane Body, which, mes 
once crept, though but into the ſmalleſt Lim, ſbuli quickly 
make it's way Jo far as to prove Martal. Condd we pr. 
ſaade em r that Seerilege never thrives. but that hun- 
ever promiſing, it may appear through a — 


The PREFACE: 
in the end, the Scene is nothing elſe but Wo, 
Lſs , Melancholy , and Deſtraftion. And what though © 
Wit: other Sins if doth not, it's poſſible, ſwallow. up in an 
| ant? yet its not at all the leſs dangerous, veſs de- . 
„ng. 77s ln perhaps, but then it is fart. Like 
me Poyſons (von know ) that are not ſo quick in 
Weir Operations as others are, but not at all the eſs 
Wray for being ſo, than thoſe which ſooner take effett. 
nd til in a Moment. Con we But bring our Sacrile- 
% Men to lend their Ears this way, and hearkey: to 
eſe Things, we ond br in hopes ir might be a great 
fey towards their forfaking this their carſed Practice. | 


But ſuppoſing the utmoſt in this caſe; and that this 
andre. bes, KT. was not of that dire Appelt 
s we would make it, but was no more than any com- 
1 Theſt ; yet what have we to do, to live in the per- 
N practice 'of Yhis Sin more than any other? He 

ave no more Authority to break "the Eighth Command. 
t than the Seventh, nor the Seventh than tbe 
nb, nor "the Sixth thaw any of the reh. For f 
x de, we tive in a conſtant Diſobedience to God. For | 
ſerve Him and keep his Commandments, 7s nor + 8 
uw partial Service; it abth not confit in obſerving - 
tis, and "breaking that at our Pleaſure. Jet this . 
ery one doth who is an babituated Thief or Purloiner in 
his caſe. I don't know what ſhadow of Exeuſe any 
e can alſedge, for the leaſt Sin which be knowingly, 
ingly, and deliberately doth” Commit ; but mich :  - .- 
ſs for this. Awe yer Jo forrifÞ are ſome dom orown, , = 
hat an Excuſe they ſhall have, though in it ſelf it be | 9 
"vr ſo inexcuſable.” What ( 1 they ) doth the Prieſt 
" for bis Livelihood > He doth wot turmoil bimfelf a. [i 
RS, te ia Koa dots others Will 
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others do. . He is not forcd to get his Bread ly U 

ſweat of his Brow. The Pains and Toil which | 

tales, is nothing , if compar d to that of other yy 

ſuch as Mechanicks, Husbandmen., Graſiers, Plowney 

i and the lite. Theſe ( forſooth! ) are your true Pain 
takers : But as for Prieſts, they have their Income 
meerly, as it were for nothing. To theſe difingen 
ous People I reply : Firſt, I' prove that what thy 
 . alledge for themſelves , and againſt their Prieſts is u 
terly falſe. Secondly, Admitting that what. they alledy 
was true, and that Prieſts did ſcarce take any Pain 
or were hardly at any Labour at all; yet this on 
not to be Objefted-particularly againſt them; and coſt 
quently is nothing elſe but. Pretext, Cunning , and Hy 
criſy, in order to cheat and rifle them of their Dues. 


I. It is utterly falſe what they Aleage for the 
ſelves, aud againſt their Prieſts.” They are not at i| 
_ greateſt Toil (as they fancy) of all ' Men in the wor 
It's only a miſtaken Notion of the Vulgar, whoſe UW” 
derſtanding is but dull and groſs. Their Reaſon 1 
vers in a Cloud. A dark ' Miſt intercepts. that « 
the Objefts which it ſhould diſcern ; that they cam 
Fudge of things with that impartial Soundueſs and 
vacity as others do, whoſe Intelleft is more Bright 
ſees more clearly and at greater diſtance. Hence 
comes to paſs , that with theſe ſort 'of Folks, ig 
labour of the Brain (the greateſt without doubt of « 
Lalours) is ſet little by. For they apprehend thin 
only by ſenſible and external Appearances. They be 
mo Notion of hard Work but what. is Bodily, and pe 
form d by the Arm if fleſh; by extended Sinews an 
e 


rained Nerves; whoſe daily Burthen lies in the 2 | 1 


* 
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gs, and Arms, and the lite, but not in the Head.” 


That, with them, never L abours or is in Pain, bat 
when it Ates with Lifting , or Carrying, or Driving, 
or ſome ſuch Exerciſe. They think none Laborious , 


lit him who Works like an Ox or an Aſs in drawing 
jr bearing great Loads. This, they ſay, is taking 
preat Pains. And truly ſo it is. But then (io tate 


en at their - own way of Arguing ) their Beaſts have 


letter Right and Title to live than they. For I 
m ſure they wort harder in their b:dily Capacities - 
than the - moſt  indefatigable Husbandman of them all. 
tnd yet will any one Jay, that the Beaſt deſerves his 
welihgod more than his Maſter ? No „ this would be 
prefer the Brute before him, which ought not to 
e, unleſs the Maſter be the greater Brute ef the two. 
w, i ſuch* lite People as theſe, will make this O- 

eflion againſt the Maintenance of Prieſts, as being 


capable of knowing wherein their Miniſterial Fun- 


fon doth confiſt, muſt we therefore grant it Rational or 
"ought to confider what it is 


Falid? Not at all. 7. 
tut Qualifies - a man for: the Miniſtry, before they con- 


mn the Adminiſtrators of it for living Lazily, and 


If the Fat of the Land- (as they term it) and yet 


 wthing for it. They would look back (if they would judge 


vght) and refleft upon the Perſon antecedently to 


tat of the - Prieſt. - Their Verdict then would be more 
able; and they would find that Prieſts did not 
Herve the leaſt of all Men in the World to Live, as 


me Nnorant, barbarous Worldlings would make us be- 


re. They would know then that they have not mounted. 


le Pulpit without ſome conſiderable Toil or Charges 
ther. Did they but trace them. from their Infancy; 
the time they commenc d their Holy Function, they 

a 12 1 would 
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| Happineſs of his Being ; if all this way be alloped 
claim to a Subſeſtence as well as other Martals, aud 


- :boriews. But let them 


Des this is really na Objettion to he made again} ft 
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would: ſee that they have been at no little Pains ; @ 
although they have not drove, Cart, or thauck'd 1 
Hlail, yet they bave been Traind up in that hi 
has been more Fainful aud Severe. For if the 
Slant Exerciſe of. ſearching into the Secrets of Nati 
and diving into » her Myſterious Bowels; if the pen 
tual and toilſome Tugging at ber Rich Mine, in 4 
dious, manly Study of the Arts and Sciences; if the j 
defatigable Labour of the Brain, in a careful enſu 
into Auomledge, and a reſtleſs | meagre purſuit fn 
her; and, in a word, if the ſpending ones Time | 
Self tos in that which is the moſt noble Enyly 
moſt weful 40 Aan, aud indeed tend woſt to 


weigh any thing in the balance with theſe Sophilii 
tars; then muſt they own that the. Pries may lay 


2 G _ — 


reap the Fruit of that peculiar Calling \, in which th 
have ſhewn themſelves ſa eminently Induſtriaus aud J 
be neuer ſo watchful in th 
glurious Vacation ; let them make never ſ% full Pro 
of their Miniſtry, and, lite true Embaſſeders of Ciri 
obey his Commands in a moſt exemplary, painful W 
Jet there ſhall. wot he lacking Harpeys and Beal 
Prey, that ſhall lily lurk in der te devour them 
ip them & their Livelihoods, was thair' Power en 
to their raves ous Appetite. „ Forts 


Secondly, Admitting this Objedtion of © theirs. a 
true, 2 that-the Pries did ſcarce take any Pa 
ar mere hardly at any Labour at all as they inſauut 


in particular, and conſequently, is but meer Fret 


| The PREFACE. ts 
and Hypocriſy, in order to. cheat and rifle them of their 
Dues. For if N. of Holy Things are to be vi- 
lifed, plunder d and trampled upon, when proud, ignorant, 
pragmatical Warldlings ſhall take , upon them; how comes 
Lit to paſs that theſe of all Men, muſt be their main 
Prey 2 Why dan't they fly .in the faces of thoſe in other 


our rich Lay-men ſuffer d fo enjoy their own. with that 
Peace and Quiet .as they do? Why aint theſe daring 
UJurpators attack them in their Eſtates + Why dn t Te- 


Curtail them of their Rents, . for the ſame reaſon, as 
they cheat their Fries, yiz: as being idle and doi 
mthing whereby they may . deſerve to {ive with that 
Slender aud Grandeur as they do > Why. ſhould our Tem- 
ural Men eſcape their Talons more than our Eccleſiaſti- 
cal? I ſuppoſe they can tel Jeu, they bave not that 
advantage and opportunity , or at leaſt, not that heart 
te Steal and Pilfer . from them as they have fram thoſe 
of the Miniſterial Order. The fhore is, the Oliectians 
pbich theſe Cheats bring again their Miniſters to 
uliate their Villain is Moth Falſe and Frivolous. 
lieh carry no. weight at ad with them, but ſerve an- 
ta expoſe to. the world the Treachery, Barbarity, ard 
Wifngenuity of theſe wile Wretches , wha cannot ſa hide 
their Nakedneſs with theſe. peer, thin Fig-leayes, 4% 
hat it muſt be diſcover'd to open view. . Their Shelter 
5 too thin to ſhroud them, and their Hypocr iſy 700 Ho- 
I ſbauld betake my ſelf, too large 4 Field, if I 
ould pretend to enumerate i thoſe . evil . Effects which 


ky rationally. be imqis d % ſpring, from this, vile 
| | e piece 


Stations , and ſpoil them of their Revenues ?. Why are 


nants riſe up againſt. their Lords and Maſters, and 
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| The PREEAGCE.:: 
| piece of Difingenuity. I aw, not ſay any thing of en, 
i but only in the general wiſh that the breach of that 
| Peace and Unity, that Love and Charity, that Amity 
|| and Friendſhip which we. uſually find between Triej; 
| and People were not moſtly owing to Tithe ſtealers. Fir 
[| as the former dont care. to loſe their Right by a ſtu. 
| pid and cowardly Tielding up a good Cauſe for wan 
of Vindicating it: So the latter are loth to forfeit 
their Honour (or at leaſt as they would ſeem to have) 
by being detected Knaves. Therefore to ſmother the 
buſmeſs, they ſhall impudently undergo. a decifion by Lav; 

| though their Conſciences plead againſt em, and give 
their Verdict accordingly. Who, notwithſtanding this 
juſt Verdict of Conſcience , ſhall hope to evade Juſtice. 
For if Judgl or Jury may be gain'd by Bribery, or 
any other unwarrantable Means, they ſhall be ſure to be 
accoſted by theſe Unconſcionable Men. From theſe Lau- 
Suits proceed Piques and Animoſities againſt the Prieſts, 
and the quarrel* is advanc'd to that Head, that theſe 
unreaſonable Men ſhall viliſy their Perſons, traduce their 
good Names, and in the Upſhot, by way of Revenge 0 
their Spiritual Guides, ſhall - relinquiſh their own Cu- 
gregation and run to another; or, which is worſe, ſhal 
wholly forſake the pureſt Church in the World, to herd 
themſehves in a Conventicle of Phanaticks. And al 
this upon a" Pet. Notable Revenge ſure | But poor Souls ! 
No wonder that they who will dare to Rob their God, 
ſhall-not be afraid to buff him upon occafion, and with that 
deny him too. And if theſe things are ſo, tell me (m 
Beloved) tell me if ye can, why your Prieſts ſhould not 
make their Complaint. Tell me why they ſhould not 
apply themſelves to God and Man to redreſs this 9758 
this general Grievance. For till this Sin be wip d awa 7 
ail 
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and ſuch Sacrilegious Extortion, Tyranny, and Oppreſſi- 
on 1 cruſhed and ſeverely e dee! upon, . 4 
never expect a true and ſolid Peace to flouriſh in this 
our Jeruſalem. Ve may pray for it indeed, but the 
 readieſt way, I account, to gain our requeſt of the At- 
mighty, is to deprecate his Anger by forſaking all our for- 
mer Sins, with this horrid one in particular, and learn ne- 
ver to Blaſpheme him more. | 

But leſt, after what hath been ſaid as touching this Point, 
I may be thought to write out of Malice or Ul. will, Pre- 
judice or Partiality, I ſhall ſay this for my Self, to wit, 
What I have writ doth not knowingly or defignedly reflict 
von any individual Perſon in the world ; neither will I lay 
this foul, baſe Sin to the cbarge of any one. III brand 
none with this Crime, and do fincerely deſire I may never 
have occaſton to revote my word. And as I have. never yet 
engag d in this ſort of War upon this or any other Account, ſo 
Itruſt in God I never may. What remains then but that we 
pray for a good deliverance to thoſe injured Prieſts, who are 
fore'd aye ſuch Decifion , and have a Warrant for what 
they do both from God and Man? What hinders us but that 
pe pray alſo for thoſe unjuſt, unconſcionable Men, who have 
drove the Priefts rodifpure Their Rights in this manner > We 
l pray then that God would open the Eyes of theſe poor 
Wretches, that they may ſee the danger of that Sin which 
they are running thus head-long upon, and by that. be able 
to avoid it. In a word, we will pray that the Lord may 
wt lay this Sin to their charge; for in Charity we will 
bope they know not what they do. 3 
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lla man rob God? Net ye have robbed me: But ye 
ſay, Mherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
r ² mA ·¹ 55 dy 
le are curſed with a Curſe; for ye have robbed me, even 

this whole nation, is 


= 


* 
- « 
—_ 


TA 2 2 H E Prophet doth here condemn the 
f faelites for their abominable Sacri- 
lege, by way of Expoſtulation: There 


iy man, in this Chapter, doth charge 


chat People with in a moſt eminent 
manner. They were things not of the ſmalleſt moment, 


moſt dire conſequence. - Sins as dangerous in the event, 


tem, and brought a Curſe upon their whole Nation. 
hey were Rebellion, Sacrilege, and Infidelity. Any one 
o theſe conſidered ſingly by its ſelf, is enough to bring 
own God's Vengeance upon a People; but when in 
omjunction, their Aſpect muſt be more diſmal ſtill, and 
heir Provocation more ſtrong. But out of theſe Three 
teſtable and odious Sins, I ſhall, at preſent, pitch 
pon that of Sacrilege, which the Prophet doth here 
ile the Robbing of God, or defrauding him of his Pecu- 
u, viz. Tithes and Offerings; for theſe are his Right 


be Three things indeed, which the Ho- 


but of the greateſt magnitude, of the largeſt ſize and 


as vile in their natures. Sins which lay heavy upon 
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A'DISCOURSE 
in a moſt eminent and eſpecial manner. For as he ha 
conſtituted and ſer apart a ſort of men to Officiate 
in Holy things, and to Serve at his Altar, ſo has he 
appointed by an extraordinary Command, a certain 
Maintenance for theſe his. Miniſters, ''as a particulzr 
Right and Property belonging to them. And for a per. 
petuity of the ſame, he has deign'd theſe things for hi 
own uſe; he has laid his hands upon them, he hz 
challenged them as his own. Theſe are wholly and 
ſolely dedicated to che Service of God; and what is o, 
muſt. never be alienated from that Uſe to which it is 
thus ordained. And I hope none will be ſo extreme foolih 
as to cavil at God's Wiſdom or Juſtice herein: For it i 
hard, very hard, if we will nor allow the Donor of all 
things to reſerve ſomewhat for bimſelf, of what out o 
his bountiful Goodneſs he has been pleaſed to give. 
Whatever our Wealth, our Subſtance be, it is all his 
pure donation ; and if he will have the Decimal Pay 
the Tenth of what we poſſeſs, let us refund with chear 
fulneſs and ſubmiſſion. Let us not be either ſo ungratefu] 
or unthankful,as to grudge at rendring back to him ſom: 
what again, to whom we owe our Subſtance, our All, out 
very Beings. Quid fi diceret Deus, mens es homo quen fe 
ci, mea eft terra quam colis, mea ſunt & ſemina que ſpar 
gis, mea animalia que fatigas,, mei ſunt imbres & pl 
vice, & wventorum flamina mea ſunt, mens eft-ſolis calar | 
Et cum omnia mea ſunt Element a vivends, ta qui manus a 
commodas. ſolum decimam merebaris. Sed quia pit nos paſe 
omnipotens Deus, ampliſimum tribuit munus taboranti mer 
dem, ſtbi tantum. Decimam 'vendicans, nobis omnia condond 
vtt. S. Aug. Serm. de tempore 219, fol. 768. rein. 
ex debito reguiruntur, (ſays the fame Holy Father) 
qui eas dare noluerit, res alienas invaſſt. Of all the Laut 
Privileges, and Titles, which. evet have belong d = 


againſt TITHE-S TEALIN + 3 


gons of Men, ſcarce any thing, ſure, can reach this of 


be paying Tithes to the Prieſt, for its Antiquity and Uni- 
an verſality. What Nation or Kingdom hath been ſo di- 
lat N nant, barbarous or unknown, as not to acknowledge 
er Ichis as a prime Duty and Debt amongſt 'em ? Are not 
his all Parts of the Univerſe endued with ſome Religion or 


eher? And if fo, have they not had their Prieſts 10 


and attend God, and Officiate in things Religious? And as 
 , uch, have they nor ſtill boen paid for this their Office? For 
t cho [1] grant the Apoſtle has more emphatically declar'd 
i, that che Labourer is worthy of kis reward, x Tim. 5. 
it 18. Yer when all is ſaid,” this is but the Voice of Rea- 


fon ſer forth in its fairer Edition, and amounts to no 
more, than the bidding us keep to the Rules of Juſtice, 
and not deprive any one of his due, or that which he 
has a Right to, founded upon his Work or Labour. 
But much leſs muſt he be depriv'd of his Hire or Re- 
ward, who puts in liis Claim to it, from that Bleſſed La- 
bour of Labours, viz. the Service at the Holy Altar. 
Every Labourer (ſays St. Paul) is worthy of his reward. 


He peaks in general terms; including all; ' excluſive of 
ne vvne. And conſequently the Work of the Goſpel can- 
oa ot here by any means be excepted ; for that is the 
f clief, the greateſt of all Labours; and as fuch, muſt che 


leaſt deſerve to loſe its Reward: - 


* 


But here, by the way, let us obſerve this, namely, 
That tho the Apoſtle doth here chiefly intend the Work 
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cr"! the Sacred Miniſtry, as we find from the words 
JnMpreceding, viz. Ler the: Flders (ſays he) that rule. 
cine! be counted wortby of double honour , eſpecially they 
) bo labour in the word and doctrine; for the Scripture ſaith, 
c T's /balt not muzzle the Ox that treadeth out the Corn: 


ard the Labourer-is worthy of his reward. 1 ſay, though 
we words do chieſſy intend the Sacred Miniſtry, pet 
| B 2 from 
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from the Application of them, they comprehend at 


Labourers whatſoever ; nay, the very Beaſt is not ex. 
cepted here from partaking of the Fruits of his Work, 
And if the. Beaſt is not excepted, 'why ſhould Man; 
and of all men in the World, why ſhould the Prieſt (ut. 
fer wrong in this caſe > Bur, for a further Explication 
of theſe words in this his Epiſtle to Timothy, ler the 
Apoſtle himſelf be his own Interpreter, in another 
place, viz. in 1 Cor. 9. Chap. wherein he doth in 2 
more abundant manner, and without leaving any room 
for diſpute, prove the thing in hand. His word 
run thus: Who goeth a warfare at any time, at his ou 
charges? Who planteth a Vineyard, and eateth not of tht 
fruit thereof > Or who feedeth a Flock, and eateth nit if 
the milk of the Flock > Say I theſe things as a man? 0 
faith not the Law the ſame alſo ? For it is written in tht 
Law of Moſes, thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of th: 
Ox that treadeth out the Corn. Doth God take care fir 
| Oxen? Or ſaith he it altogether for our ſakes > For our 
ſakes no doubt this is written, that be that ploweth, ſhu'd 
' plow in hope, and he that threſbeth in hope, ſhould be pat: 
taker of his bope. If we have ſown unto you ſpiritul 
things, is it a great thing if we ſhall reap our cari 
things 2 If others be n . of this power over gui, 
are not we rather > Do ye not kuow, that they which ni 
niſter about holy things, live of the Temple ? Aud tit 
whith wait at the Altar, are partakers with the Altar: 
Even ſo hath the Lord ordiined, that they which preach i 
Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. * 
The Words do import to us in the Main and Sub 
ſtance of them, that the Diſpenſers of God's Ho 
Word ought to live by the Goſpel; and of all me 
whatſoeyer, are not to be depriv'd- of this their Subl 
ſtence. I think I may, from the whole Context, 
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ince rhe Plowman, the Digger, the Threſher, the 


their capacities deem'd worthy by the Verdict of Chri- 
ſtianity, as well as by the Fewiſh Law, to receive Wa- 
ges for their Work; ſince (to deſcend lower yet) the 
Brute, as inconſiderable an Ahimal as it is, if compa- 
red to man, may not be diſhearten d by being muzzled 


ſhould the Prieſt be thought unworthy of Recompence 
for his Labour? Hath God more regard for Plowmen , 
nay, for Oxen which are only their living Inſtruments 
of Work, than he hath for thoſe, who are his more pe- 


in Condition 2 Is manuring the Earth, and waiting up- 
on Beaſts, a more worthy Labour than cultivating Chri- 
ſtianity, and waiting upon God himfelf in his Sacred 
Miniſtry and Goſpel Diſpenſations? I trow not. There- 
fore ſay he that can, that defrauding the Prieſts of 
what is their due, is not more heinous than to muzzle 
the Ox from his eating, or bilk a Plowman of what are 
his Wages » Though all in their kind have a Right to 
What they thus claim, yet he who will not allow the 


nence, muſt have a mind ſtrangely beſotted, and has 


then the Labourer in what capacity you pltaſe, and he 
is not to be defrauded, grounded upon that Rule of 
the Bleſſed Apoſtle : For he that doth defraud, is guilty 
of Theft towards his Neighbour, Now. Theft, we all. 
know, is a moral Evil, as it is an. Act of Ipjuſtice : But 
ſill this Act. of Injuſtice may be conſidet d in its differ- 
ent latitude. of · obliquity. For though, according to 
the unanimous conſent both of Moraliſts and — 


from eating of the Corn which he treads out, u hy 


culiar Servants, dignified in their Station, and elevated 


man of God to have, in this caſe, much the prehemi- 


no reverence for God, or any reliſh of Religion, Take 
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now cited, naturally draw this Inference, to wit, that 


Planter, the Herdſiman, rhe Souldier, Ce. are all in 
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all Fraud, in the General meaning, is an actual Trail. 
greſſion of that univerſal Standard, Of doing as we wiull 
be done unto, and therefore is in its felf an immoral Ad; 
yet when we come to apply Theft to particulars, we 
find it varioufly enhans'd, as it is thus or thus circum- 


the ſame degree and proportion. For one is of a deep- 


its Nature than that, one has a blacker Guilt attend. 


common Murder that has been committed without ma- 
on and Precipitancy. Swearing is a moral Evil: Yet 
this very Sin is aggrandiz d and enhans'd by the differ- 


as it derogates from good Manners, and is a Nuſance 


of the two, much the greater Sin. Lying is a moral 


A DISCOURSE 


ſtantiated in its different Degree of turpitude. And 
thus it is as to other Sins: Take an Inſtahce or two. 
Murder is a moral Evil: But yet all Murder is not of 


cr Dye than that of another; this is more heinous in 
ing it than another: To butcher my Prince, or my na. 
tural Parent in cool Blood, is a Crime far more odious, 
and cries louder to Heaven for Vengeance,than any other 


lice prepenſe, but was the Effect only of meer Paſl- 


0 f COS PIR oo ACRE . . ene; 


ent Circumſtance of the Action or Intention of the A. 
gent. To Swear in common Converſation, is a Crime, 


a ww 


to all Civil Society: Yet notwithſtanding, to Sweat 
ſolemnly before the Magiſtrate and the more immediate 
preſence of God, in Confirmation of what is falſe, is, 


Evil: Yer all muſt grant that there is a wide diſparity 
in the one Sort of Lying from the other. To Lie by 
way of Mirth or Officiouſneſs is a Sin; but to lie out 
of Malice or Revenge, by way of Calumny, and pure- 
ly to do my Neighbour a miſchief, makes the Lie black · 
er and more odious in the ſight of God and Man. 
And thus we may ſay of Stealing, it's a moral Evil: 
Bur ſtill, J ſay, he that deems all ſtealing equal, ma) 


(if he ſo pleaſeth) account all Sins to be equal "hor 


On - © My mo, ow „ ÞVÞVa = awp 82 


aft TITHE-STEALING: 


{ doth the ſame Sin in its different application. Though 
for example, Pilfering, Plunder, Rapine, Extortion, 
Corenage, Circumvention and the like, are nominally 
diverſified, yet all theſe are comprehended under the 


m. ame Sin of Theft. I'll own that Theft in its limited 
0 ſenſe, denotes privacy in the act, yer he that confines 
” the meaning of it to this narrow limit, cramps the 


Eighth Commandment in its extent of ſignification. 
may be, and of what Station, Quality, Office, or 
ground of limitation. But on the other hand, the 


preater, for that very reaſon, muſt the Crime be. 


Titles, Grandeur of Place, and Eminency of Station, 


outward Greatneſs may ſeem to ſhelter and patronize, 


ſor the one is as rational as the other. And as one 
Vice differs from another in its height of depravation, 


for, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, as it was delivered by God 
from the Mount to Moſes, and: has been handed down 
to us, muſt comprehend all manner of Stealing that 


Degree, the Delinquent may be. Thus the Prince may | 
be a Thief as well as the Beggar, and from the Palace 
to the Dunghil, chere is, in this ſenſe, no exception, no 


greater the Perſon is, who commits the Crime, the 
In point of common Morality, High · Births and great 


ate ſo fat from extenuating any Sin which the perſon ſhall 
commit, that they only ſerve to aggravate it. Se 
that whatſoever may be the Crimes which Titles and 


one would think this horrid one of Robbing God and 
Cheating Man ſhould never find any Umbrage or Pro- 
tection from them. Theft is uſually accounted the ef- 
kQ of Poverty: But yet if we will conſult daily expe- 
tence and common practice, we ſhall find that Beggers - 
do not monopolize this Vice to-themſclves, bututhar- - 
the Great and the Wealchy may claim ſome, if not- the 
greateſt ſhare. Such is the power of 3 \ 
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Tiis this which aggrand:zeth the Offence and diſtinguilt- 


4 DISCOURSE. 
where ever it ſeizeth, it runs through all to compaſs it 
Prey. No Sin ſhall be ſo ſcandalous and diſingenuoyy 
bur what. the Devil in favour of the Covetous My 
ſhall colour over with artifice and pretence. Other. 
wite, why ſhould ke that ſets up for a Spirit of Gene. 
roſity in other matters, fail in this of giving the Pricſ 
his duc 2 why ſhould he who pretends to Honour and 
Conſcience in ſome things forego both, was he not oyer. 
ruled by the impetuoſity of a rapacious Appetite ? why 
ſhould he that would be thought Great in other Cir. 
cumſtances, be content to quit his Title here, by be. 
coming ſo little, poor, and mean, as to degenerate into 
a Thief, did not his Conſcience truckle and give way 
to his blind Aﬀections 2 Ot, why ſhould a Thief ( in 
this Senſe eſpecially) be thought ſhrewd, wiſe, and der. 
trous ; be courted and appiauded by the Multitude for 
his Enormity of Dealing, did not a vile Spirit evacuate 
all good Motions, and impede the Principles of com. 
mon Juſtice and Honeſty? But thus it is, Let People be 
Covetous, Ambitious, and Ill. natur d and they {al 
never be Juſt in their Entercourſes with each other. To 
be Punctual and Honeſt in what reſpects meum and tun 
is, by the many now-a · days, thought the ready way 
to be laugh'd at; and to be Righteous in our dealings 
eſteeem'd both weak and pedantick. To apply then, 
and to come home to my buſineſs in hand, which is to 
treat of Theft ; not as conſider'd in its general Notion, 
nor yet in any of its particulars as it relates to com. 
mon Stealing, but as it is Sacrilege ; a Robbing of God 
as well as Man of what is his Right and Property. 


eth it from any other common Fraud. Such is the ns: 
ture of this Sin, that it carries with it a complication 


of Impiety and is an injuring of God el on 
SLE Y a eig. 


ggainſt TIT HE-STEALING. 
Neighbour. For it can never be committed but God 


muſt be ſtruck at as well as Man. What though it be 
Man that immediately ſuffers the Wrong, yet God is 


God himſelf who is oblig'd to Revenge all ſuch Profa- 


ſtulate with us now, as he did with his Hraelites hereco- 
ſore, and denounce a Curſe againſt us as well as them, 
for this our Blaſphemous Demeanour towards Him. 


ings, Je are curſed with a curſe : for ye have robbed me 
even this whole nation.  -- —- © © x 7 
theſe Three Things, (viz.) Lbs. l 
Firſt, What it is to Rob God; bow, and in what ſenſe 
we may be ſaid to do ſo by the Act of Tithe- 
ſtealing, when we defraud his Prieſts of their Tithes, 
and of what in that nature is their due. I 


which we lie obnoxious to for our Robbing Him, 
from the natural te y of the Thing, when 
we defraud his Prieſts of that which they as Prieſts 
have a Right and Claim to, viz. 73thes and Offerings. 
Thirdly and laſtly, The Scandal which is brought 
upon Religion, as owing to and occaſian'd by this 
vile and diſingenuous Sin of Tithe-ſtealing. a 


| Firft then, What it is to Rob God; how, and FR 


aling, when we defraud his Prieſts of their Tithes, 
nd of what in that nature is their due. [TE 


1. No- 


hacer with him. The Affront muſt till rebound upon 
neſs that is thus offer'd Him. And ſure he may Expo- 


And, will a man rob God 2 yet ye have robbed me: bat. 


1:ſay , wherein have we rob bed thee O In Tithes and Offer - 


From theſe words laid before us we fhall conſider | 


Secondly, The great danger of God's Vengeance 


Flat Senſe we may be ſaid to do fo by the Act of Tithe. 


in the handling of _ Head 1 ſhall conſider it, 
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purely as He is, and ſimply in His own Nature, ve 


all Things, is able to conſerve all things too by the 


made the Man can ſtop the Thief in all his Procceding 


ſo that we cannot eſcape his Knowledge who is with us 


4 DISCOURSE. 
1. Negatively, how we cannot be ſaid to Rob 
God, c. CO ro ail ; 
2. Poſitively, how we can be ſaid to Rob Him. 
1. Negatively, how we cannot be faid to Rob 
God, Ge. | 
If we will ſpeak in a metaphyſical or natural Senſe 


He cannot be Robb'd. For as God has condeſcended 


to take upon Him our Humane Nature, ſo has He 
condeſcended to ſpeak to us in our humane Weakneſi, 
Holy Scripture 'in this very Text as well as ſundry 
others (provided we will take the Words in their na. 
tural Acceptation) ſtoops to our Capacity when it ſays, 
God may be Robb'd. For if we will apprehend Hin 


cannot be ſo abſurd as to think He is capable of being 
deprived in His propriety of Things, any more than 
he can in that of his Eſſence. Take Him in his Actri- 
butes, conſider Him as he is Infinite, Eternal, Omni 
preſent, Omniſcient, Omnipotent, and Immenſe, and 
then ſay who can, that ſuch a Being is liable to ſuffer 
Wrong, Violence, or Diminution. He that Creatcd 


ſame Power. And He that conſerves all Things muſl, 
ex conſeguenti, be ſuppoſed able to Conſerye his Own. 
Let thieves break through and fteal , and by their ſo do- 
ing commit their Ravage upon Man; But far be it from 
us to ſay or think, that God is obnoxious to any ſuch 
Violence. He that permits the Thief to Plunder and 
Steal can tie his Hands when he pleaſeth. He that 


whenſoever he will. There is not a Thought in us but 
what God knows better than we our ſelves. Nay, our 
very Power of Thinking is through his Permiſſion alone; 


11 
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1 8 in our Actings, whatſoever they be, or whereſoever they 
tend. There is not a corner of che Heart but what 
Rob biss open and naked to his Omniſcience. So that if our 
very Conceptions N in order to compaſs 
au; any wicked Thing, he can b e and fruſtrate them at 
nge bis Pleaſure; All our evil Deſigns, Projects, and Ma- 
H ination, ſhall prove Abortive when the Almighty 
ne, diaks fir. He can prevent the Action by deſtroying the 
"dry Agent in the 74 , of an evil Conception. And this 
op holds good as to all manner of Impiety; none excepted. 
ys And it none, then not Theſt. So then if that cannot be 
Fin commited but by God's Permiſſion, then God (in the 


natural Senſe) cannot be Injured by it. For God's per- 


Be mitting it doth in it ſelf abſolutely import his Power of 
* preventing it. Now if he can prevent it, and yet out 


of his Infinite Wiſdom doth not, this argues he cannot 


_ be Defrauded or Robb'd by any thing that his poor 
e orm, Man can do. For all Robbery in its proper 
aher Sienification, muſt denote an over · ruling Power either 
ned f Force, or Circumvention in the Agent, and in the 


Patient ſome weakneſs or other whereby he is over - po w- 
erd and ſo becomes a Sufferer. But this cannot be con- 
ceiyd of God. For who is he that is too Wiſe or too 
Strong for Him 2 Ts it not faid in Holy Writ, (arg 
mae) that the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and 
the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men > How then can 
fle be ſuppoſed to be overcome either by Strength or 
Ntratagem ? And if he can't be overcome, how can He 
poſſibly be Robbed 2 For to be ſo (as I have already 
tinted) is to be born down by Violence or Cunning ; 
but neither of theſe can reach God, therefore he can't 
be Defrauded. A in, to imagine that God can (lite- 
ally ſpeaking ) ſuffer Wrong; or, which is all one in 
this Senſe we are now ſpeaking, be Robbed, is aſerib- 
| 5 C 3 85 ing 
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ing Impotency to Him who is Omnipotent, which is 


his Divine Nature, that it's inconceivable how He 


Frailty and Infirmity, and not of Him who upholdeth 


tors! What though it be the Fate of poor Mortals to be 
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direct Contradiction. This is to make our Creator lile 
our ſelves. We read of the Authropomorpbites, indeed 
who attributed ro God our Human Shape; but we do 
as bad or worſe, if we aſcribe to Him our Human Wezk. 
neſs. For take Him as He is an Omnipotent Being, 
and we cannot poſſibly imagine any Weakneſs to be inhe. 
rent in Him. To Fancy this, would be a Reflection uy. 
on his very Deity. For Omnipotency is ſo Eſſential to 


ſhould be capable of receiving Injury from any one, by 
any thing that can happen. This is the Property of 


all things by his Almighty Power; not of Him who 
voſſeſſerh all Things by a Divine Right; not of Hin 
who preſeryeth all Things by his wonderful Providence. 
And what though the Things of this World be 
in a perpetual Fluctuation! What though they are tra 
ferr'd, per fas & nefar, from one man to another | What 
though they are often wreſted from their true Propric 


continually toſs d with Contingencies and rifled by Dif 
aſters! yet God remains untouch'd in his Propricty. 
And whatever be the Changes and Chances of this mortd 
life, whatever be the Miehirnnes or violent Accidents 
which may happen to the frail Sons of men beyond 
their Power to prevent, yet let God be deem d Trulf 
as He is, to wit, Immutable, Inviolable, Inacceſſble 
And as He is ſuch, how is it poſſible he ſhould be De. 
frauded? In ſhort, conſider God as he is the Univetſi 
Creator, Donor, Proprietor, and Preſerver of all Things} 
and it's mere abſurdity and contradiction, to ſay He lies 
Obnoxious to Deprivation in the natural Acceptationo 
the Phraſe. J 


| againſt TITHE-STEALING. 
But, zly, And that Poſitively, God may, and is Rob- 


1 bed when his Prieſts are Defrauded of their Tithes, &c. 
ea, 4s it muſt be imputed to the gracious Goodneſs of 
% cod, whatſoever it is that Man doth receive of him; 
ak. boo again to the ſame Goodneſs is it owing, that God 
in, vill receive any thing of Man. For as he beſtows his 
he” its in order to benefit us; ſo if he receives any Grant, 


any Donation from us, it is purely for the ſame end 
and purpoſe ; wiz. to benefit the Benefactors. Thus 
when we do honour God with our Subſtance, by any. 


by ching which we can beſtow, the Beneſit, the Profit, the 
Cain lies altogether on our fide. It wholly and ſolely 
lein redounds to us and not ro God. God indeed, accepts 
ybo! che thing for our good by way of Mercy and Conde- 


cenſion ; and what is ſo accepted, he claims as his pe- 
uliar Right and Property, as being never to be em- 


be loyed from his Uſe and Service: But the main, or ra- 
anl. her the only end of this his acceptance, is the promo- 
bau ing our Well-being. Thus in Scripture - language; 


od is ſaid to be magnified, to be glorifed, to be 


dhe bonoured, to be raiſed, c. and yet no real Exaltation, 
Do Glory, no Honour, no Praiſe can poſſibly be heaped 


pon, or ſuperadded to him who is God bleſſed for euer. 
but the meaning is this: To wait upon God in his 
deryice, to Worſhip and Adore him, to Reverence his 


nts, 
ond ly Name and Word, is the only means whereby we. 
un advance our felyes. And in order for the com- 
ble leat performance of this our Duty, he has been pleaſ- 
De. to diſplay himſelf in an eſpecial manner under the 
i ie and Chriſtian Oeconomy, by Inſtituting. a.Reli- 
on, wherein he has ſhewed us that he will be worſhip. 
le ed in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. But neither under 


be Jewiſh, nor yet under the Chriſtian Inſtitution, has 
ods Worſhip. been ever performed without ſome Per- 


o 
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| ſons Kilbto Officiate, as peculiarly diſtinguiſhed and ſe. 
tated from the reſt, whom we ſtile Men of God, 
Prieſts, Miniſters, Diſpenſers of his Holy Word. And 
as ſuch, they have had their Pay, their Hire; their Re. 
ward. (call it what you pleaſe) for this their Service 
by the appointment of God himſelf. And this is Ac- 
knowledp'd by the univerſal conſent both of Jews and 
Chriſtians. | | 
Now as that which was the-Prieſt's due heretofore 
under the Jewiſh Ceremony, was God's Peculiar : ſo 
ſtill under the Chriſtian Government it's Evident, That 
that which has, is, or may become the Prieſt's due in 
relation to Tithes and Offerings, is truly and properly, 
and to all intents and purpoſes God's own Right. That 
is, the Title, and Intereſts of Things dedicated to Ho- 
ly Church, are in God alone, and not in the Prieſts 
themſelves; they being but the aſu-ſra7uariz, God the 
- Owner. Bur when we ſay, that God is the Owner and 
Proprietor of ſome things, we muſt not be underſtood 
ro ſpeak Excluſively, as if there was any thing in the 
whole Univerſe which he had not a Right and Title to; 
for this would be Inconſiſtent with his Creative Power. 
But our meaning is, That of ſome things He is Propric- 
tor ſecundum eminentiam, and ſuch are thoſe which arc 
devoted to the Uſe and Service of his Holy Worſhip, 
namely, Tithes and Offerings. - 5 
And this holds good in reſpe& of Places. God, ve all 
know, is Omnipreſent, and cannot be contain d any where, 
or by any ſpace : He is Coexiſtent to all Places, and can't 
be circumſcrib'd by any Bound or Limitation. And ye 
we ſay, God is here, or He is there; as if He own d ſome 
Circumſcription or Limitation. Thus the Holy Pſalmilt 
cries out with exſtaſy of Soul, When ſhall ¶ come and i. 


pear before the preſence of Gor? Plal. - Why f * 


arainſt TITHE-STEALING. 15 
was the Royal Prophet when he ſaid ſo > Was he ver 
out of God's preſence 2 No, for then he would miſera- 
bly have contradicted himſelf in ſundry other places ; 
but particularly in Pſal. 139. where he expreſſeth him- 
ſelf thus: Whither . ſhall I go then from thy Spirit, or 
| whither ſhall I go then from thy preſence > If Tclimb up 
into heaven, thou art there, if I go down to hell, thou art 
there alſo ; If I take the wings of the morning, and remain 
in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even there alſo ſhall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. I, I ſay, 
peradventure the darkneſs ſhall cover me, then ſhall, my 
aht be turned to day: Tea the darkneſs is no darkneſs with 
thee, but the night is as clear as the day : The darkneſs-. 
and light to thee are both alike. So then: Tho the Pſal- 
miſt doth acknowledge by theſe words juſt now cited, 
that it's utterly impoſſible to avoid God's Inſpection, 
that it's abſurd to fly from his preſence who is Omni- 
preſent : Yer this doth not at all hinder, but that he 
may, and is more eminently and eſpecially preſent in 
ſome places than in others. We will grant that he is 
in Hell as well as in Heaven; but yet not in Hell as 
in Heaven the place of his reſidentiary Glory. We 
muſt own he is every where, but not every where alike. 
[t's ſure, that no Bound can contain him; no Extenſion 
comprehend his Godhead. All places are full of 
him. His Divinity is difplay'd throughout the Uni- 
rerſe, and ſhines to the utmoſt Parts of it. There is 
no Corner, no Receſs of it, but what lies naked and 
open to him. And Jovis omnia plena, we will fay in 
reſpect of his Preſence, as well as of his Influence and 
benevolence. Even Nature as well as Holy Text, ſnall 
teach us thus much. This is naturally inferr'd from 
Frinciples of Reaſon as well as Divine Inſpiration. For, 
if God doth influence every where, it follows, that he 
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4 DISCOURSE: 
muſt be preſent every where, for he cannot inffuence 
where he is not. This is impoſſible even with God hin. 


ſelf, by reaſon that it doth involve in it mere abſurciy, 
His Immenſity, his Ubiquity, muſt be acknowledgei 


on all hands. But what then > Muſt: we therefor 


make no difference of places in reſpe of his preſence; 
Yes, we muſt. For Places dedicated to his Holy 
Name and Service, muſt be prefert d to all others, 
howſoever ſome, blinded with Ignorance and Phanat. 
ciſm, may think and averr to the contrary. - 
And as God doth peculiarly reſpect Places devoted u 
his Worſhip, ſo likewiſe doth he reſpect things a8 
means to maintain and ſupport this his Worſhip. But 
Tithes and Offerings are ſome of thoſe things which do 
uphold it, therefore God hath an eſpecial regard for en 
above all others that are only of common and prophane 
:uſe. | b 1 
Without all peradventure then, for theſe things his 
Honour is moſt jealouſly concern d. And he that con- 
tradicts this, doth impudently and pertinaciouſſ 
thwart the univerſal Sentiment and Practice of Mar 
kind. And this may be eaſily evinc d by r 
Authority ſufficient, was there here any neceſſity to in- 
ſiſt upon't. That then, which I ſhall endeavour to 
prove, is this, viz. That the Propriety of all thoſe 
things, which are given to Our Holy Mother the Church, 
whether they be Tithes, or Lands, or Houſes, or what 
ever elſe, do belong to God; they are his. And cot- 
ſequently the alienating theſe things to any other com. 
mon and prophane uſe, muſt be co a robbing 0 
God. Now if God may be ſaid to be robb'd, he mull 
be ſuppoſed ro. be the Owner and Proprietor of thok 
things which he is depriv'd of in the robbery. But Il 
prove that he is Proprictor of Tithes and oy 
| whic 
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againſt. T 1 THE-STEALING. iy 
which are given to the Church, and that he may be 
robb'd by any fraud of theſe things; and this 1 thall _ 
do, by ſhewing that theſe things which are of Holy Ule 
ate given to the Church, and by virtue of that Gift + 
are God's Right. So that to commit any Theft upon 
them which ate ſo given, is, without all diſpute a rob- 

bing God of that which is his Propriety. And chus 

[ argue ; That which is granted to God, is God's; but 
Tiches and Offerings ate granted to God, therefbre 

they are God's. The major Propoſition is not to be de- 

nied : For it's plain and evident, that he who beſtows 

a Gift to any Perſon, doth at the ſame time relinquiſh 

all Right and Title to that thing which is given; and 

the Perſon to Whom it is given has that Righe which 

the Donor before was inveſted with. This holds in refe- 

rence to men, and ſo it doth in relation to God too. For 
yhatſoeyer is given to him; by way of Donation, is 

vbolly his, no more the Giver's. The Property of 

he thing given is transferr'd from the Donor to God; 

erer to be alienated from it's Religious Uſe. - And by. 

he way, let me add this, vi. that tho' Grants and 
Donations from one man to another, may, in ſome mea- 

ure, correſpond with thoſe from Man to God ; yer 

erein they certainly differ, to wit, that which is given 

man to man, may be tranſmitted to the firſt Own- 

„ but that which is granted to God, muſt-never be - 
Pain transferr'd from his uſe to any profane. The mi- il 
vr Propoſition I prove thus: Whatſoever is granted | 1 
Ir God, is granted to God, but Tithes and Offerings 
e granted for God, ergo, Sc. The minor is true; 
t Wharſoever is granted for God s Service is granted 
jr God; but Tithes and Offerings are granted for 
Jod's Service, ergo, &c. They are granted for the Ho- 
Miniſtry in his Church, therefore they are granted 
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for his Service. The conſequent Propoſition is valid 
For, Quod datum Ecclefie , datum Deo, is a Maxim in Lay 
'þ And for ſome Confirmation of this, we may have recoutſt 
=_ to the Preface before Sir Henry e excellent Trad, 
x de non temerandis Ecclefiis. The Charters. ( ſays tha 
18 Preface )- were uſually in theſe words, Conceſſi Deo & Es. 
nl cleſiz, &c. oflero Deo & confirmavi Deo & Eccleſiæ; a 
| theſe Grants have in our Common Law been adjudged goad ml 
1 valid. Our much reverenc'd Magna Charta, ſo oft confirm. 
4 ed by Parliament beginneth with Conceſſimus Deo quod 
1 . Eccleſia Anglicana libera fit, &c. And Sir Edward Cook 
| in his Comment upon it, ſaith, What is granted for Cod i 
in Law deemed to be granted to God ; What is granted 
for his honour, what for maintenance of bis Service, of li 
Religion, is granted toand for God; and that ancient the 
Grants were good in Law. And again, the Capituly 
( ſays the Preface ) of Charles the Great ſaith, That the 
Dedications were on this ſort, the Founder mentioning in a 
Writing all he intended to give, and holding it over the al. 
tar ſpake thus to the Prieſt : J here give unto God all 
things contained in this Writing for the Remiſſion of my 
Sins, c. and for them for whoſe Good God will Ac. 
cept them, and by theſe to promote God's Service in $ 
crifice, in Suſtentation of the Clergy, the Poor, and in al 
things honourable to God, and profitable to his Church; 
and if any man ſhajl take theſe away which God for- 
bid) let him for his Sacrilege give a moſt ſtrict account 
to God, to whom they arc now Dedicated, now Dero- 
ted. Thus that Preface. * 

He therefore who will deny ſuch clear Propoſitions 
as theſe, is, I think, wofully abandon'd of all Reaſon, 
Religion, or Modeſty. He ſets up as a Novellſt 
againſt all Ages and Religions in the World, and contts 
dicts all Authority and Antiquity, but cſpecially that of 
the Old and New Teſtament... | And 


againſt TITHE-STEALING. 
And thus I think, that this which has been hitherto 
ſpoken ſhould ſerve to ſhew, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, 
what it is to Rob God ; how, and in what Senſe we 
may be ſaid to do ſo by the act of Tithe-ſtealing, when 

we defraud his Prieſts of that which is their due. But 

leſt people may reply here as thoſe wretches the Maelites 
did heretofore; and ſay to God, 'wherein have we robbed 
thee? although their Hands have all along been ſcanda- 
louſly Defil d with this particular Sacrilege, and their 
Minds wholly bent to this filching and ſtealing from 
God; therefore I think it convenient to anſwer one Ob- 
jection; which, though of its ſelf it be not very Mate- 
ral, yet to the unwary and inconſiderate, may ſeem of 
ſome Weight and Moment. It is this. It's Objected 
(you muſt know) by ſome, Thar Tithes and ſuch like 
things are not Conſecrated, and if ſo, then Defrauding 
the Prieſt ( ſay they) is not a Robbing of God, and 
conſequently, is no Sacrilege. 
vill own that Tithes are not Conſecrated ; yet it doth _ 
not at all follow, that therefore they are not Sacred; 
becauſe it is not Conſecration which makes the Thing 
ſacred; for if it did, then indeed, Tithes would not be 
ered ; but it is the Gift of the Owner that makes them - 
ſuch, and without any formal Conſecration at all. And 
what though Churches and Chappels have their formal 
Conſecrations from the Biſhop ; yet will any one ſay; 
that a few Words pronounꝰ d from the Biſhop's Mouth 

0 wholly and ſolely make the place holy ground? 1 ſay _ 
ny ; but rather the intent of the Donor or. Circum- 
ſlance of the Donation makes it Holy. For it is given 
to God, and He Accepts it: And therefore the Place 
is. holy ground. Conſecration doth 
ſolemnly declare the Place to be Sacred, but it doth not 
ough Places liave the Forma- 


To this I anſwer, We 


where thou ſtandeſt 
make it ſo. Well, but th 


i 
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ty of Confecration, yet Tithes, which are equally De. 


and Chappels are, have not that Formality; and ye 


-unconſcionable People, who without any ſtrugglings or 


knowledged to be equally impious in its own Nature 
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dicared to God for his Service and Worſhip, as Churches 


ſtill they are Sacred. And how comes this tg pals; 
Why, it is. the Donor's Dedication and God 9 Accey. 
tance that. make 'em ſo, as I haye already faid 
Io Defraud then in this Caſe, or to Alienate theſe 
things from their right and proper Uſes, is as much 82. 
crilege as it is ta ſteal a golden or ſilver Chalice, or any 
other Utenſil from the. very Altar it ſelf.” And I dont 
doubt (I hope with Reaſon and without breach of 
Charity. I may ſpeak it) but that thoſe harden'd and 


recoils of Conſcience, can pertly and . pertinaciouſly 
live in the perpetual Sacrilege of Tithe-ſt-aling, would 
with as little fear and remorſe Plunder the Holy Altar, 
did not ſome outward reſtraint more than that inward 
one of Conſcience prevent them in their bold, curſed 
Prevarications; that is, did not the fear of Puniſhment 
more than the fear of doing Evil, balk the Appetites o 
theſe rapacious, unreaſonable Men, and tie thoſe Hands 
which. ſhould be found (one would think) in fone 
better Employ than that of an habitual Picking al 
Stealing. AA 
And this we may rationally conclude. For thong 
to rob God of his Tithes and Offerings, muſt be ac: 


as to Plunder his Houſe or Steal from: his Holy Altat 
Though the Fact of the one is as Odious in his Sigh 
as the other; yet we ſee. it's-not ſo common to fille 
Church of its Utenſils, as to cheat 2 Prieſt of fi 
Maintenance and ſubſiſtence, though deem'd equil 
Sacred by the Law of God and the. poſitive Laws 0 
our Land as any Church-Ggods whatſocyer. * 


oul 


g TETRE-STEALING. 
gould be the reaſon. of this 2 Is not Robbing a Perſon 


hes of his Subſiſtence whe is wholly Devoted to the Al- "i 

yet mighty, as heinous as Robbing a Place u hich is ſo De- 1 
als? yoted too? Certainly it is. Therefore tell me why: the bi 
xp Deſrauding of Tithes, &c. ſhould not be as much dread- 9 
aid. ed and forborn as Plunder ing the Holy Temple, did not 9 
1k WY the fear of being puniſh'd by Mea in this. World, 1 


more than the being chaſtiz d by God in the next, lay a 
ſronger Obligation upon a ſort of perfidious daring 


an 
0 Men to forbear the one rather than the other. For 
al what though to rob God's Houſe, or his Prieſts, be ei- 
and tber of them Sacrilege ? yer, in reſpect of our Natio- 


ral Laws, they receive not an equal Puniſhment. ,- And 


$ Of 
ſly WY this, 1 do preſume, may be ſome cauſe why they. ſo 
ud pertly go on in their Sacrilegious Courſe of Tithe- 

tat, i ſtealing. For you muſt know, the Tithe - ſtealer is not 
ard made to hold up his unworthy Hand at the Bar, like 
led other Thieves and Malefactors, for his abominable In- 
ent juſtice ; but, on the contrary; he rides on with boldneſs 


and vigor, and comes off in the end with triumphant 
ſucceſs in this his Grand Thievery, to the unſpeakable 
Damage, and perhaps utter Ruin of the Prieſt. Thus 
mall the ſacrilegious Prevaricator not only eſcape Ppu- 
niſhment in kind where it is due, but alſo be highly ap- 
plauded for this his Delinquency,, and . | 


ac Mlulticude (I mean thoſe baſe, blaſphemous Criminals - 

re WY like himſclf) for his vile, unwarrantable dexcerity. But 

ar Wy ſhrewd, as cunning, as dextrous.as he is, (for theſe - 

gu arc the mighty Epithets, now-a-days given to the Rob- . 
e bers of God) yet let him have a care he is not at laſt 

ni rv d in his kind; and dutwitted by him who is nothing 

g ele but Stratagem and Deluſion. = 


Amongſt all his mighty Gorgings and greedy Swal- 
lows, let him beware how he deyours that which is 
* ; Cp 1 „ holy, 
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- holy, left ir ſick by him for ever in the moſt diſna 
ſenſe, and he find too late, that he has 40% his own Soul 
for a much poorer thing than that of 7he whole rl] 
Loet him beware leſt the Canker which his unconſciona. 
ble Gettings have bred, and the Sting in the end which 
is occaſion'd by them, do not come upon him beforche 
thinks on'r, and he receive that mighty Thing denounced 
- againſt him in my Text, for this his monſtrous Purloining, 
+ which is nothing leſs than the being Curſed with a Cure 
And this brings me to ſpeak of my Second Head, vi: 
. Secondly , The great danger of God's Vengeance 
which we lye obnoxious to for our robbing: him, from 
the natural Tendency of the Thing, when we defraud 
his Prieſts of that which they, as Prieſts, baye a Ripht 
and Claim to, viz. Tithes and Offerings. 
Whatſoever may be the full drift and meaning of 
: theſe Words, Te are Curſed with a Curſe, I need not, | 
think, much inſiſt apon ; but rather, by way of Re. 
flection, I ſhall infer the danger we are all in of being as 
effectually curſed as thoſe Fews, if we pilfer from God 
as they did, by not rendring unto him the Things which 
are his. Their great Parſimony and extreme Savings 
were the worſt Husbandry in the World; for inſtead of 
increaſing their Store, the uſual effect of Thrifrinels, 
they found themſelves ſmitten with Penury and Scat- 
city. This it was to carry a ſtingy Hand towards God. 
They grudged to give him that which was his Due, 
which provok'd him to anſwer them in their own mes. 
ſure, and to give them Want, who had not the heart to 
give him his own. 5 | 
' Commentators differ in their Expoſiticns upon 
' theſe Words Te are curſed with à curſe. One taking 
' them in thePreſent Tenſe, (as Dr. Pocock faith in his 
' Commentary upon the Chapter) as ſpeaking of oy 
88 | | alr 


- 


64 


avainſt TITHE-STEALING. 
ready on them; another (as Grotius in particular) un- 
derſtands them in the Future, Of a curſe to come, or at 
luſt to be continued on them, Te ſhall be curſed for this 
your fin, & c. But however Expoſitors may differ about 
Niceties, m ſure it muſt be granted on all hands, that 
the Jews were curſed, and purely too for this their Sin. 
And what doth it avail tho' one Author avers that the 
robbing God was the Cauſe of their being curſed, ano- 
ther, that it was but the Effect, and they robbed God 
becauſe they were plagued with ſcarcity > What doth 
it ſignify to affirm, that God ſent his Curſe upon them 
becauſe they defrauded him firſt, or that they defraud- 
ed him becauſe he antecedently curſed them 2 For what- 
ever might be che reaſon of their Sin, and Doom, which - 
earned Men may aſſign, I'm ſure none can. vindicate 
this their Sacrilege. For ſuppoſing that God did ſmite . 
them with want, as a Plague to them for their other 
Sins, (for their other Abominations were very provo- 
king) yet this was no reaſon at all for their detaining 
their Tithes from him, as if (as the expreſſion runs in 
the moſt excellent afore-cited Commentary) they flood 
won even terms with him, and becauſe. he had flinted and. 
abridged them of what he was wont to give them; they _ 
would abridge him of what they were commanded to give 
him, But this is not all: The Fews were not only 
curs'd for totally detaining their Tithes and Offerings, 
but in the Second Chapter of Malachi, ver. 2. We hear 
God threatning (ſays he) to ſend a Curſe upon them, yea, - 
telling them that he had already curſed them. The Sins. 
or which he there threatens them, are manifeſt out of the 
going Chapter, to have been their misbehaviour in 
bringing their Offerings to God; in that they offered pollu- 
ted Bread upon his Altar, aud in that they brought to him, 
io whom the beſt of their ſukſtance was due, that which was + 
8: | on, 
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: torn, lame, fick and corrupt. There was in that plainly, 


. neth, if they would not amend it, to ſend a: Curſe * 


It was not, it ſeems, detaining the whole Tithe only, 
* which occaſion'd this heavy Curie upon the Jews ; nei. 
ther was it the Aflront of their fiiching the choice and 
prime of their whole Subſtance for their own Uſe, and 
putting God and his Prieſts off wich the Refuſe, the ye. 
ry worſt of what they had, that brought down Ven. 


and meaneſt of their Goods; but allo their habitual 
. curtailing and dropping ſhort of their Tithes, G 
and abridging God of what was his whole Due. $ 
that his Prieſts who ſerv'd at the Altar were pinch'd of 


"loſt thoſe Bleſſed Effects upon the Conſciences of Men, 
the Miniſtry miſcarried through the Ill Uſage of the 


who were ordain'd and conſtituted by him as Diſpenſers 
of his Law. In ſhort, from Parity of Reaſon we ma 
conclude, That the Fews were accurs'd by God for the 


ſequent Verſes God ſtooping and condeſcending to them 
though a proud, ill- natur'd, ſelf. ended People, and pre 
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robbing of him, whil: detaining to themſelves the b 
things, which were due to him, they gave him only the van, 


and that which they cared not for. and for that he threat. 


them, &c. Thus that Learned He, in his Commentary, 


geance upon them; that is, it was not ſometimes their 
keeping back all; at other times their giving the poore 


their Suſtenance, and were in danger of Starving, as 
well as God's Worſhip of being neglected. For if the 
Prieſts were in diſtraction for want of Maintenance 
3 muſt of neceſſity have been very cold, and hays 


which otherwiſe in all likelihood” ic muſt have. Had 
Miniſters, it could not eaſily have been recruited again 


with a new Supply; for it was not any one that was tc 
be admitted to officiate at God's Altar, but thoſe only 


abominable Tithe- ſtealing, becauſe we find in the ſub 


miſing 


avant FITHE-STEALING. =o 
niſing them a Bleſſing upon their Amendment. Ineffa- 
ble that Humility | Unfathomable that Wiſdom! Adora- 
ble that Goodneſs! that when provok d by the worſt of 
ins, could court the Sinner with Promiſes of Kindneſs, 
purely to turn him from the evil of his way! And this 
is verified in the Verſes which do immediately follow 
my Text. For ver. 10. it-is ſaid, Bring ye all the Tithes 
into the ſtore-houſe, that there may be meat in mine houſe, 
ard prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, if I 
pil not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
leſing, that there ſhall not be room to receive it. Ver. 1s. 
4nd I will rebuke- the devourer for Joey ſakes, and he ſhall 
wt deſtroy the fruits of your ground, neither ſhall your vine 
ft ber fruit before the time in the feld, ſaith the Lord of 
Hits, Ver. 12. And all nations ſhall ca ys bleſſed,” for 
je ſhall be a delighiſome Land, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. - 
e may well and fairly then reaſon thus. If God 
promiſed to bleſs. them for bringing in all his Tithes, 
then may we collect that he Curs'd them for a Failure 
In this Point. If his bleſſing them for bringing in all 
his Tithes, conſiſted in opening the Windows of Hea- 
en, that is, in ſending them a refreſhing and joyful Rain, 
in order for their Suſtenance, who were much pinch'd 


Had ich Famine and Scarcity before; in rebuking the De- 
the dourer for their ſakes, that he ſhould not deſtroy the 
_ Fruits of their Ground ; that is, by compleating them 


ta Plefling contrary to the Curſe: which they labour'd 
under, and preventing the Caterpiller, or any other 
oilome Creature which was apt to devour the Fruits of 
tic Earth : If all Nations ſhould call them bleſſed för 
lis their doing, and they ſhould be a delightſome Land 
Purely for rendring, unto God the things which were God's : 
God's taking upon him his Grand Title, and owning 
mſelf Lord of Hoſts by an 2 | 
Te | chul- 


1 | - 


to the utmoſt Tora of it fulfil the ſame ; if all this was 


" Dearth and Scarceneſs in the Land where they dwelt. 


' Whatever it might be by which they ſuffer'd for this their 


for a Crime. of the like nature; that on the contrary, 
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challenging them upon his Veracity and Power to proye 
him, and try if he would not make his Word good, and 


ro be perform'd with a Proviſo that they would bring 
in their whole Tithes; then may we reaſonably infer, ol 
that they were. aſſuredly Curs'd for: keeping them back 
from God and his Prieſts, and their Execration was 


The ſhort is, we find from the whole, that a true pay. 
ment of Tithes and Offerings-was to be atrended with 
a ſolemn and wonderful Bleſſing ; but the non-payment an 
of. them to be puniſhed with as ſevere a Curſe. mt 
And as the eus found their Doom to be heavy, upon 
account of their depriving God of his Tithes, ſo let 
us have a care how we are caught and hamper'd in the 
fame Snare. For this we may be aſcertain'd of; that 


Prevarication, . we ſhall be ſo far from going Unpuniſh'd anc 


we mult rather expect to be more mightily Tormented. 
For though Payment of Tirthes and Offerings was com. 
manded to be obſerv'd by. the Jens, yet fince it is not 
in the leaſt abrogated by the coming of our Saviour, 
Tithe- paying is as much the Duty of us Chriſtians as. 
any other in the whole Book of God. 

But ſince there is not ſo much need to inſiſt upon the ty 
bare proof of any thing ſo very evident, as there is to 
Admoniſh men of their unconſcionable Default of this 
nature; ſince few deny the Payment, but many, a great WW* 
many are guilty of the Breach of it, I deem it proper, 
upon this head of Diſcourſe to ſet forth, in ſome mea- 
ſure. at leaſt, the. Danger of God's Vengeance falling 
upon us from this vile Practice, in order to deter Peo- 


ple (if poſſible) from ſo deteſtable, ſs crying a _— | 


— _ ' — 
- 


azainſt TITHE-STEALING. 


For, ye have robbed me even this whole Nation, ſays Holy 


Text. And let us have a care how we come up to the 
gers in our robbing God, leſt we equalize them too in 
our being curſed with a Curſe. FO 


cal People, who do wholly deny the Payment of Tithes, 
Cc. as being allow'd only (as they ſay) under the 


ans, who are Elevated above the Diſcipline of Moſes, 
and freed from ſo burthenſome an Inſtitution. But as 
much as they are above the Rites of Moſes and of the 


ſelyes; leſt perchance whilſt they boaſt of their Elevati- 
on and their being refin d by Chriſtianity, they become 
a ſcandal and reproach, not only to Fews, but alſo to 
Heathens and Infidels, who have univerſally abhorr'd 


ing. For what though the gods whom the Heathens 
Worſhipped were really no gods, and conſequently their 
Worſhip but Idolatrous, Falſe, and Ridiculous ? yet 
herein they were certainly in the Right, viz. -In Paying 
Tithes to them whom they eſteem d as gods. e 
They could know that all things which were neceſſa- 
for this Life were to be begg'd of God. From whence 
t vas that amongſt the Gentiles, Tithes of all things 
ere Vow d unto Hercules. They, even they, Judg'd it 
ot meet and juſt, that he who ſery d at their Idol Al- 
ars ſhould live of the ſame. Grorius de jure Beli & Pa- 
i lib. 3. Cap. 6. ſays, that the Grecians, Carthagini- 
un and Romans Dedicated the Tenth of their Spoils 
Apollo, Hercules, Jupiter Feretrius , &c. And as the 
athens did fancy to themſelves many gods, but every 


id render back again in ſpecie ſome part of — | 
4 2 . | 


[ know there be a ſelf-conceited, ignorant, enthuſiaſti- 


7wiſh Occonomy, and doth not at all reach us Chriſti 


Judaick Law, I would adviſe them to bethink 'them- - 


and dreaded this Saerilegious, horrid way of Purloin- | 


on ſome ſott of Benefator ; ſo to each Benefactor they 
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24 DISCOURSE: 
fit which they did receive. For example : To Bacchus 
who was their god of Wine, they offer'd a ſample of 
the Fruit of their Vines. To Ceres who was reckon' 
the goddeſs of Agriculture, they a.paid Specimen of Cor; 
and ſo for the reſt. Every one was paid in Kind. And 
this the Heathens did for the generality. with a great 
deal of reſpect and generoſity, unleſs here and there 
ſome more inhuman and barbarous than the Reſt, whoſ 
Barbarity was notorious for nothing more than for this, 
dix. That they carried an ill-Will and a ſtingy Hand to- 
wards their gods. 855 : 

Now, ſhall theſe refin d Creatures, theſe mighty 
Saints (If I may fo call them) commonly diſtinguiſh 
by the name of Quakers, who eſteem themſelves aboye 
all Mankind for their purity of Doctrine, . holineſs of 
Life, and ſtrictneſs of Converſation ; ſhall theſe, I fay, 
come ſhort of Heathens in point of Graticude 2 They 
chearfully and liberally, ir ſeems, render'd to their Dei 
ties ſome part of their Goods and Encreaſe. And ſhi 
not theſe Men who pretend to Worſhip the only and 
true God in the beſt manner, ſhall not theſe be as Grate 
ful as they? Certainly they would, had they but ary 
tolerable Notion of God, of Religion in general, anc 
Chriſtianity in particular. But theſe wiſe, faint-like 
ſtitt-neck'd Enthuafiſts I leave to themſelves, hopin 
that their Sanctity may one day be found of a bete 
Make, than that of their ſowre unſociableneſs toward 

their Fellow-Mortals ; of a nobler Compound, tha 
that of their ſacrilegious Superſtition towards the 
Maker. 1 
But I don't addreſs my ſelf to theſe Dreamers in ili 
my little Tract, which is deſign d for thoſe who ate A 
ready ſatisfied of the duty of Paying Tithes, and 
the Divine Right of em, and yet are continually 1 


re 


Pail 


gin TITHE-STE LING. 


h bpaſing upon the Prieſts by their Non-Payments. If 

le of Quakers are convincible of any thing of this Nature, 

cond ler them have recourſe to an Eilay concerning the Di- 

Jom, vine Right of Tithes by the learned Author of the (- 
| Sake in the Graſs, their Old Friend, who has told them 

great the Truth in an Effectual, Manly, Subſtantial way; 

ere and if they become his Enemies upon t, let em have a- 

ho care they are not their own much more. It's not my 

his, buſineſs to canvaſs the Title of them, but the Danger 


which proceeds from the Fraud of theſe things; the 
great Impediments in Religious Affairs which do ariſe 
ply from it, and the unſpeakable Scandal which is occa- 
ina ſon'd by it. Theſe are the main Subject of my Dif- 
courſe But enough of this my Digreſſion. 


* To proceed then upon the Danger of Tithe-ſtealing, 
d being my Second Head. 5 | 

hey When I affirm a Curſe to be due to us from our rob - 
Ne bing God in this nature, I hope none will think me ſo- 


daringly fooliſh as to determine what the Curſe ſhall be ; 
or to particularize how and in what meaſure it ſhall be 
perform'd, or to what degree it ſhall be inflicted. No; 
this is under God's Cognizance alone, and not to be 
pry'd into by us; who are altogether in the dark as to- 
his ſecret Decrees. It's enough that he doth in general 
threaten us for this our blaſphemous Miſdemeanour.But: 
| Whether the Rod of Vengeance ſhall be laid upon us in 
this World, or in the next, or both, lies not within our 
Ken to farhom. But this we may be aſſur'd of, that 
though God #-righteous in all his ways, yet (till we muſt 
remember that his ways, eſpecially thoſe of his Wrath 
and Vengeance, are paſt finding out: | 
| God's way of puniſhing is as his way of governing: 
its ſilent and without noiſe. - His Maledictions and 
Tbreats are not now ſer forth with that viſible Solemni- 
| ahh 5 ty: 
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ty and Terror as they were to thoſe Jews heretofore 
whoſe hardneſs of Heart would let them reach no fur. 
ther than what was groſs, and obnoxious to their ex. 
ternal Senſes. Thus when God roard from Heayen 
with his mighty Thunder, and ſent his Lightning to de. 
ſtroy an untoward ſtiff- neck'd Folk; when he com. 
manded the Waters, after their obediential Retreat, to 
draw up their Forces again to ſhew his Vengeance 
againſt the Egqptians, a proud, rebellious People, that 
worſhipped nothing ſo much as their own Humourg; 
when the Earth heard his Voice and-open'd her Mouth 
to ſwallow up a wicked Corah and his Congregation, and 
to deyour alive a pack of impious daring Ulurpators ; 
when the Peſtilence , the Famine, and the Flaming 
Sword walk'd their rounds and deſtroyed all that ſtood 
in their way; in a word, when Heaven and Earth | 
Combin'd to ſhew their deſtructive Power in a tremen- 
dous , miraculous Appearance; then, and ſcarce till 
then, could they bethink themſelyes and vouchſafe to 
deprecate their Great, their Mighty, their Terrible God; 
and in the upſhot for a while confeſs that they had /+- 
ned.with their. Fathers, kad done amiſs, and dealt wickedly 

Now, I ſay though this was-the method of Gods 
Judgments towards the Jews, whether we will conſider 
chem in their univerſal, political Body, their.particular 
Societies, or ꝓrivate Perſons (for the ſame method was 
ſtill uſed both.in the publick and private Capacity) yet 
we will not, we cannot ſay he uſeth ſtill the ſame means 
of Vengeance againſt obſtinate Sinners, as he did under 
the J7ewiſh Inſtitution. God ſtrikes as heavy Strokes 
now, without all peradventure, as he did heretofore, 
though they come from an inviſible Hand. And albeit 
the prodigies of Nature are not in ſuch meaſure to de 
Found now as then, yet as ſevere Puniſhments are to be 
expe 
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expected for our Sins, whatſoever impious men may 


culation or Practice, the Heretick, the perjured and 
facrilegious Man, the Extortioner , the Circumventer, 


ſoeyer may be reſerw d for em in rhe next World) re- 
ceive in this Life ſome taſte of their Puniſhments due 


ES. ©... >”. IE 


Knowledge to diye into.. Let not then my ſturdy Vil- 
lain, of what ſort or ſize ſoever he be, ſay in his Heart, 


bideth away his face, he will never ſee it. For ſince God 
hath aſſur d us, that no obdurate Sinner ſha!l go Unpu- 
nin d, we may naturally collect, that the Sacrilegious 
Man, of all others, ſhall never eſcape his Vengeance. 

The time, it may be will come ( ſays the Learned 


they that either violently have ſpoiled” ( ſpeaking of Sacri- 


— 
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SS 


did but deceive themſelves In the mean while there will 
be always ſome skilful perſons , which can teach a way how 


SS 


move, and that devour in the end more than They that come 
ravening with open mouth as if they would worry the whole 


oy 2 8 


— 
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their own Patrimony, would be glad to repair, if they 
night, their decayed Eſtates, with the ruine they care not 
of what, nor of whom, ſo the ſpoil were theirs, whereof in 
ome part, if they happen d to ſpee yet commoniy they are men 
on under that conſtellaticn which mates them, I know not how, 
a unapt to enrich themſelves , as they are ready to impo- 
wriſh others; it is their lot to fuſtain, during liſe, Both 
the miſery. of Beggers and infamy of Robbers. But. though 
0 other Plague and Revenge ſhould: follow ſactilegious vio- 
| ion 
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think. I don't at all doubt but that the Atheiſt in Spe- 
the Murderer and the like, ſhall all in due time (whar- 


to their Crimes, although they come not within our 


when he affronts his Maker, 7uſh, he hath forgotten, ble 


Mr. Hooter, in his Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 776. 5. When 
lege) or thus ſmoothly Defrauded God, ſhall find that they 


to grind treatably the Church with Jaws that ſhall ſcarce 


in an inſtant ; others alſo, who having wofully eaten out 


23 


the ſwallow of any Church-Thief in Chriſtendom, was 


ö 
lations of Holy Things, the natural, ſecret diſgrace and ig 
nominy, the very turpitude of ſuch actions in the eye of | 
wiſe, uncerſtanding heart, is it ſelf a heavy Puniſhment, 
Men of virtuous quality are Ly this ſufficiently moved | 
'beware how they an{wer and requite the mercies of God with 
Injuries, whether openly or indiredaly offered. \ He cites a). 
ſo in a Marginal Note out of the Capitular of Charly 
the Great, that which might (one would think) ball 


he not wholly abandon'd of Religion and common ju- 
ſtice. The words are theſe: Novimus multa regna & 
reges eorum propterez cecidiſſe, quia Eccleſias ſpoliaverint 
reſque earum vaſtaverunt , alienaverunt, vel diriputrunt 
Epiſcopiſque & Sacerdotibus, atque quod magis eſt, Ecclefis 
eorum abſtulerunt & pugnantibus dederunt. (2uapropter nec 
fortes in bello, nec in fide ſtabiles fuerunt, nec viclores ex- 
titerunt ; fed terga multi vulnerati, & plures iuterfali, 
verterunt, regnaque & regiones, & quod. pejus eſt, regis 
celeſtia perdiderunt, atque propriis hæreditatibus caruerunt, 
& hadenus carent. Verba Carol. Mag. in Capitul. Car. l. 
7. Cap. 104: £20 1 
Again; Mr. Hooker ſays, ( to trace him a little back- 
ward) When our Tithes might haue probably ſeemed 
our own, we had colour of Liberty to uſe them as we our 
ſelves ſaw good. But having made them his whoſe they art, 
let us be warned by other mens example, what it is e 
to waſh or clip that coin which has on it the'mark of God. 
For that all theſe are his poſſeſſions, and that he doth him. 
ſelf ſo reckon them, appeareth by the form of his own Speeches. 
Touching Gifts and Otlations, Thou ſhalt give them me; 
touching Oratories and Churches, my Houſe ſhall be calkd 
the Houſe of Prayer; touching Tithes, will a man ſpoil 
God 2 yet behold even me jour God ye have ſpoiled, not. 


withſtanding ye ant whereiw? as though ye were 1910 
* 


— 


guinſt TITHE-STEALING. 


uily accurſed, becauſe with a Kind of publick Conſent ye 


have joined your ſelues in one to rob me; imagining the 


ſhall belong to the Prieſts. : 
They that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed, ſays God 
by his Prophet Samuel; and ſure none deſpiſe him more 


liſh Ingratitude to grudge at returning him his own, 
who gave us our All. | . 
The Bleſſed St. Paul, in his 24 Chapter to the Ro- 
mans, ver. 2 2. doth in his expoſtulating manner com- 
pare this Sin of Robbing and Plundering God, to Ido- 


latry it ſelf, which we muſt all own is as damnable a 


a as any. Thou that abhorreſt Idols, ( ſays he) deft 
7 thou commit Sacrileze 2 Sacrilege here muſt not be confi- 


ned to the pulling down a Church, or plundering it of 
but it alſo comprehends the ſpoiling God of thoſe 


ſupport Religion, ſuch as are Tithes and Offerings. 
ow, ſince the one is as much Sacrilege as the other 
s I have already proy'd ), the Words of the Inſpir'd 
Man are to this effect, and (if I may have leave to 
make my own Paraphraſe ) amount to no more than if 
Re had ſaid, * Whoſoever thou art, O Man, that dread- 


'refuſeſt to fall down to it, to worſhip it, thou doſt 
well: For God's Jealouſy will never endure ſuch an 
Affront, as being one of the worſt that can be put 

5 * | _*.: 2 Wor 


ommonneſs of your Offence to be every man's particular juſt> + 
Gries, Touching Lands, Xe ſhall offer to the Lord a 
Sacred Portion of Ground, and that Sacred Portion- 


than thoſe who rob him; which is nothing elſe but 
directly to ſpit Defiance to his Worſhip, which is ſup- 
ported by theſe things devoted to him; and with a Hel- 


is Goods, &c. (though thither it doth chiefly tend), 


things which ſhou'd maintain his Prieſts, in order to 


what Injury there hath been. offered in Tithes + Te are hea- © 


elt and doſt abominate the ſetting up any Idol, that 
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„ has ſolemnly difown'd any ſuch. It's a ſtabbing hi 


This is to turn the Second Commandment behind oy, 
backs, and bid deſpight and Defiance to that Voie 
4 from Heaven which was once ſo great, ſo glorious 
<« downright Nonſenſe upon Natural Principles, andi 


* their blind fide ; but thoſe Chriſtians who do ſo noy 


A tain Pamphlet has it) No Sabbath without an Aen. 


„ know that God is in a moſt peculiar manner 41 


4 DISCOURSE 
« upon him. This is to thruſt a Riyal upon him ve 


<< Deity, and making him nothing who created all things 


e and ſo terrible. Beſides, to fall down to an Image is 


as ridiculous as dangerous. And thoſe Heath" 
ho have done fo heretofore, have ſufficiently ſheyed 


<« are blinder than they, if it be poſſible ; and in a wol 
«are like the God whom they worſhip. But as ba{: 
«© as unworthy of God as this Idol-Worſhip is, the 
* Robbing of him is ſcarce any thing inferior to it in 
its depravation. The Idolater rifles him of his Ho 
e nour, and by that aboliſherth that Reyerence which; 
* due to his Name, and caſts a Slur upon his Divinity, 
The Tithe-Stealer takes from him that which ſhould 
* maintain his Honour, and doth that which naturally 
and inevitably tends to deſtroy it. For (as a ce: 


* bly ; no Aſſembly without a Miniſtry ; no ſetled Miniln 
* without a Maintenance, Lev. 23. 3. Mal. 1. 10. 1 Cor. g. 
Nov it's hard to determine which is the greater Af 
front to Almighty God of theſe two, viz. the ſetting 
© up a Falſe Worſhip, or impeding the True one, by 
* withdrawing the Support of it, fuch as are Tithes and 
** Offerings. Therefore, O Man, as thou abhorreſt Idols, 
© fo take care that thou doſt Sacrilege too, of which 
„ Tithe-ſtcaling is a particular Act; for I'll make thee 


* ayowed:Reyenger of them both. | 
| hink 


A ant TITHE-STEALING. 
[think the Words of St. Paal aſore · eited are very ap- 
plicable to ſome now · ã· days, who are apt to ſtart at the 


not fly far enough from it, they ſhall affront God in ano- 
es go along with their Judgments, forget that they do 


they will not ſet up any Image in the Church, there- 
ore they have a Toleration to pull it down. Otherwiſe, 


dacrilege reign'd- triùmphant, and was at its height: 


g dne Church-Lands to be ſequeſtred, and the 
5 rieſts depriv d of their-Rightful and Lauful Subſiſtence, 


in order to let in a Company of Wild Boars to devour 
all that was holy, did not the Spirit of Enthufiaſm 
on thoſe men to commir their horrid, unfpeakable 

ages in the face of the Sun, and at the fame time 
to rob God, whilſt they pretended to be his only Saints? 
But it would be well if thoſe who profeſſedly liate the 
Church, were the only People who robb d it too. But 
(my Beloved ) it is not ſo: For we have our Church- 
men (or at leaſt Church-Goers, às they are now vul- 
parly call'd ) who can find in their hearts to defraud 
the Church, the Prieſts, the Poor of their Patrimony, 
3 well as the rankeſt Phanatiek of em all. Ws 
And this is as ſtrange as true. For who would ima- 
dine that any True Sons of her can be ſo barbarous and 


But this every one doth, who ſeulks and ſhrouds him- 
| F 2 | ſelf 


yery Name of Idolatry (and well they may) but at 
Sacrilege ſhall ſearce boggle. So nice and ſqueamith. 
are they towards bowing to an Idol, that rather than 


ther Extreme, and blaſpheme him by their blind Super- 
ſtition. Thus ſhall Phanatick People, whote Conſcien- 


ut dally with their Maker, whilſt they think to make 
one Sin to commute for another, and fancy that becauſe 


how came Churches to be plunder d, demolifh'd, and 
turn d to their wrong Uſes in Cromwells Days, when 


grate, as to lift up their Hand againſt their Mother 2 


Ty 


i hy 
? 
: 

| 
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4 DISCOURSE... 
felf under-the Church's Wings, yet at the ſame time 
doth endeavour to betray her, by clipping her Pati; 
mony, curtailing her Dignities, and /aying her Hour 
in the Duſt. For the readieſt and moſt eftectual way to 
bring her low, and to down with her even to the Ground, 
is to deprive her of her Revenues, which are (as I may 
ſo ſay ) her very Life; and leave God to feed her Prieſſs 
by as miraculous a Care and wonderful Providence as 
he did his Prophet Elijah heretofore by his Birds of the 
Air: Or if God will not be pleas'd to ſhew his Wor: 
ders again in this manner, they may ( for them) live 
of the Air alone; and thaugh ic be but a very ſpare; 
thin Diet, yet it's yery wholeſome and mortify ing, and 
may ſerve much towards the bringing down the Pride 
and Luxury of High Churchmen, (the uſual Cant of 
Atheiſts, Time: ſervers, Comprehenſion- men, Hypo- 
crites, and Phanaticks not long ſince), and make them 
like our Saviour, by firſt making them truly poor. To 
ſuch ſly Betrayers both of Church and Countrey, I give 
this Advice; to wit, Let them have recourſe to Hiſtory, 
and when they read of any Vengeance which has befel 
Robbers of God, let them ſincerely and impartially rc: 
flect upon their ſacrilegious ſelves, leſt what hath been 
theſe mens Doom may be theirs another day, or fomc- 
what that's worſe. Let them conſider that Gain of this 
kind is like ſome other falſe things of this World; its 
glozing and promiſing, and makes a ſhew, like the Plea- 
tures of Sin, but it carries a Sting in the Tail. 1:5 
fair without, like the Apple of Paradiſe, whoſe Proof 
in the eating was but . miſerable and doleful. And be 
chat will be- ſo faithleſs as not to believe God in what 
he las chreaten'd in his Holy Word againſt. all Sacriie- 
gious Actings, and particularly this of Tirhe-ſtealing, 


let him ſteal on, Ifay, and wait the Event. But this 2 
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againſt TIT HE-STEALING. 
may know, that if no Sin unrepented of ſhall ge un- 
uniſh d at the great Day of Account, this of Sacrilege 
muſt ſit heavy upon the Conſciences of thoſe People 
yho have been guilty of ir, and yet have not in the leaſt, 
repented of this their Blaſphemous Miſdoing. Caſuiſts 
mall tell us, that the leaſt Sin without Repentance is 
damnable ; and if ſo, how ſhall Sacrilege, ſuch as 
Tithe-ſtealing is, eſcape. God's Anger 2- For this is nor. 
the leaſt, but one of the greateſt, the worſt of Sins. 
This is not only one of the greateſt, the worſt of Sins, 
but a Sin habitually practis d and continued in. This 


e 
i is a Sin not only habitually practis d and continued in, 
d but perpetually boaſted of and gloried in. This is a 
e din not only perpetually boaſted of and gloried in, but 
f a Sin,it's poſſible, which Men do commonly live and. 


die in. No wonder then that the Robbing God and his 
Prieſts is, in the main, but deluſive, and in the end 
attended with a Curſe. | | | | 


Thirdly, and laſtly. The Scandal brought upon Re- 
ligion, which is owing to, and occaſion'd by this vile 
and diſingenuous Sin of Tithe- ſtealing. 12 
When the good King Hezekiab had vindicated his God 
by deſtroy ing Idolatry, the next ſtep which he made in 
order to corroborate what by a true, pious Love he had 
done for his Glory, was his Patronizing his Prieſts in 
the Right of their Maintenance, without which God's 
Worſhip would loſe its due Veneration, either by a. ſu- 
pine Negligence or impious Contempt. Wherefore it is 
aid, 2 Chron. 31.4. He commanded the People that dwelt. 
at Jeruſalem to ive the portion of 'the P riefts and Levites, 
tha: they might be encouraged in the lau of the Lord. The 
hole Chapter, indeed, doth, in. the main, ſet forth 
ur indefatigable Care of that good and pious Man jor 
- ; [ S. 


A DISCOURSE © 
the Cauſe of God and his Prieſts. Nay, we find their 
Intereſts ſo link'd together that the Worſhip of the one 
depended upon the Subſiſtence of the other. And for 
thus ſhewing his mighty reſpect and defcrence for Holy 
Things, he flands' recorded as a Monument of Sinceri- 
ty, and a true Pattern of magnanimous and generous 
. Zeal to the endof the World.. For we read in v. 20, 21, 
of this Chapter theſe Words, vi⁊. And thus did Fezekiih 
throughout al Tudah, and wrought that which was good and 
right and trutbefore the Lord his God. And in every work 
that he began in the ſervice of the houſe of God, and in the 
law and in the commandments to ſeek his God, he did it with 
all his heart, and proſpered. | W 

The King we ſee encouraged the Law of the Lord, 
and for this his great undertaking Proſperity attended 
him. Joſepbus tells us, that the Xirg ordained that the 
daily ſacrifices ſhould be made according to the Law upon his 
Charge; He enatied alſo, That the People ſhould pay the 
\Tenths to the Prieſts and Levites, with the firſt fruits, t 
the intent they might wholly intend Piety, and never eſtranze 
themſelves from the Service of God. Antiq. lib. 9. chap. 
13. And thus did he promote God's Honour and Reli- 
gion. For he was ſenſible, that Purity of Religion and 
an habitual exerciſe of Devotion, would never be main- 
tained unleſs the Adminiſtrators of it were ſo too. Hap- 
py, unſpeakably had it been for Chriftendom if all the 
Kings, Princes and Governours of it had followed the 
example of the good Hezekiah. in a manly and heroick 
Zeal; and in a word, had defended. his Cauſe by whom 
they themſelves Reign. They would then have found 
that their Kingdoms and Principalities ( in all likeli- 
hood) had not ſtood upon ſo tottering a bottom; that 
never any Nation is more happy than when Righteouſ- 


neſs doth exalt it. Kings and Queens do never 
| | e 


ggainſt TIT HE-STEALING. "ag" 
the Titles of Nurſing Fathers and Nurſing Mothers more 
than when they defend God's Right and the Church's 
Parrimony againſt Thieves and Robbers, who would 

break in and encroach upon her Prerogative and at the 

ſame time deſtroy it, as they have endeavoured to do 

in all ages of Chriſtianity ; never more than when they 
preſerye the Revenues of their Mother-Church, from 

the hard Gripes of atheiſtical Worldlings and felf-ended 
Hypocrites who are ſtill waiting to prey upon Her. 
Would the Govetnors of this our particular Nation en- 
deavour, to their utmoſt, to keep up the Rights of that 
Church upon which their Kingdom ſtands, I doubt not 

but that we ſhould find it not at all the leſs firm for be- 

ing founded on 2 and Juſtice, whatſoever project- 

ing Villains or Machiavelian Cheats may Account. 

But on the contrary, when Juſtice flies our Land, 

and Sactilege walks bare-fac'd and is daring at Noon- 

day; when God's Worſhip ' ſhall be contemn'd , his 
Prieſts trampled upon, and He himſelf thruſt out of the 

World by prophane Men, no wonder we find the Church 

of England labouring under an Eclipſe, and to fail of her 
Meridian Glory, eſpecially when ſold and betrayed by 

thoſe ingrate Sons of her own Body; thoſe whom ſhe - 

has foſtered in her boſom and fed too; who ſhould (one 

would think) be more promifing in their filial Duty 

than to devour her by whom they Live. But, thus | 

hive we known ſome crawlirig Inſects to eat up that 
Carcaſs from which they firſt ſprang, and with a ſorr of 
lngratitude devour that which gave them Being. 

The Miſchief which may threaten rhis our Nation, 

the Vengeance which may hang over bur heads for this 

our Sacrilegious Treachery towards our Church, may, | 
its to be fear d, roo ſoon be felt unleſs we correct out ] 
&yes. We ate perpetually eee 8 =_ 
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ſinking Church in its Rights, and like the great, the 


and I queftion not but that we ſhall find the greateſſ 


be ſure to defend themſelves when they find their own 


them with the Tokens of Her Love. A_Princeſs who 


Lion. 


given Him. It's an Argument that Religion is at — 


4-DISCOURSE —- 
and Grievances of the Subject; we are ſtill clamouring 
againſt irregularities and breaches of Privilege which oc: 
cur in the State; bur let the Church be deign'd a Heat. 
ing, and her Prieſts to put in a Plea for their Redres, 


Grievance of the Kingdom to ſpring from the injurious 
Uſage of her, notwithſtanding the mighty pretences of 
her open-mouth'd , noiſy Enemies. But let once our 
Noble Governours put on a bold reſolution and dare to 
be Righteous in a good Cauſe, by vindicating the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Patrimony of his Church from 
all Oppreſlors ; let em be fo charitable as to protect his 
Miniſters in the Enjoyment of their own, as they wil 


in Danger; and I verily think poor England may, in 
great meaſure, recover of her deplorable Convulſion, 
of that tedious, weariſome Sickneſs, under which ſhe 
has ſo long groan'd and of late more eſpecially felt. 
And this we hope they may be able effectually to bring 
to paſs, ſince they have ſuch an Incomparable Pattern 
as our Pious, Bleſſed Queen to Copy after. A Princeſs that 
hath fore-ſtalled her very Enemies and even prevented 


was born (without Flattery be it ſpoke) to ſupport a 


good Hezekiah to reduce an untoward People to interd 
Piety, and to return again to their former Purity of Reli. 


Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance ( fays Solomon) and 
with the firſt fruits of all thine encreaſe, Prov. 3. 9. Nou, 
if God may -be honoured by our Subſtance, it kolds 
2 ratione conttariorum that He muſt be Diſhonoured by 
our detaining thoſe Things from Him which are alrcady 


J 


gainſt TITHE-STEALING. 
| Ebb, when the Author of it ſhall be thus viliſed. We 
| do but ſport our ſelves with God, when we pretend a 
Reverence for Him, and yet will dare to Defraud Him. 
ſelves Religious; but whatſoever be the ſtrength of 
their vain Imagination, I'm afraid that Mammon is their 
only Deity. It's to be thought Religion hath nor ſunk 
very deep into their Hearts, who will be guilty of one 
of the baſeſt Sins, purely for the ſake of a ſmall Emo- 


called an Emolument, which it never ought ; but ra- 
ther a Curſe, a Canker in their Gettings; any thing, 
excepe a Ben, 2554-1. 8 
Let mens outward Demeanour then ſeem never fo 
fair towards God and Goodneſs, yet as they are Robbers 
of Him we will without the leaſt breach of Charity, 
account them otherwiſe. For he who really Loves and 
Reverenceth God can't be ſo inconſiſtent with Reaſon or 
Himſelf, as to live in an habituated perpetration of that 
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din, which directly and immediately tends to his Diſ- 
u onour. He whoſe Heart leans towards Him, or ra- 
deer, is wholly bent to Obey and Serve Him, will ſtill 


love to do that which may moſt redound to his Glory; 


0 
ut nothing doth more redound to that than when his 


note it. It is chiefly by them that God's Worſhip muſt 
and or fall. It is by theſe Tithes and Offerings that 
ey muſt be maintain'd ; that they may be able to per- 
dem their Office with that due Decorum as is required 
them; and therefore, of theſe things let them not 


Dues, 


people who act thus, may, if they pleaſe, fancy them- 


lument, if cheating the Prieſt of his Tithes may be 


orſhip flouriſneth in an uninterrupted Purity, and his 
Name is wonderfully exalted amongſt the Sons of Men. 
zut this his Name is never more extolled than when his 
rieſts have their Rights in order to ſupport and pro- 


depriy d. For he who fails in rendering them their 


41 


=. 
. 3" 
ll 
14k 
. 
it 
1 
'L4 


* 
U 
"8 Cl : \ | 
- = = . 
N — ha 6—— _ —— : _ ; A _ 
Y wo n 2 —_— 
d ” nr 2 = 1 
>> = - a mn = - wa 
— — — on —_ — 
— —— — - — — — * 0 4 
DE — reno "I 
N 7 = : — - 2 
—— . ü IS. Om oo — — — „ — — CY po — —— « 7 — 
* 


42 


Dues, doth directly ſtrike at God's Prerogative, whoſe 
mark and ſtamp they bear. Whoſoever Injures God 
in his Property conteanns his Perſon ; he is abandond 
of Religion, whatſoever may be his Notion of it, or his 


can Love God and yet Defraud him. If we had neither 
read nor heard of one tittle of Holy Scripture , mere 


to magnify his Great and Glorious Name, and yet arg 
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Pretences to it. We forget our ſelves if we think ye 


Reaſon will teach us to give God that which is his own 
provided we had any Reverence for Him, Any man 
Reaſon will tell him, that if he be ſincere and truly Re. 
ligious and Worſhips God with Heart and Soul, he vil 
never be ſo blaſphemouſſy Diſingenuous and Irrational 
as to detain thoſe things which are the means of perpe. 
ruating Religion, and with that his Glory. Let Rob. 
bers of God ruminate a while upon theſe my Words, and 
let them not fancy themſelves ſuch notable, wiſe men 
as they are vulgarly deem'd, till they can diſprove me, 
and ſhew rhat Robbing Him of his Rights is conſonant 
ro Reaſon or Holy Scripture, or conſiſtent with Loving 
his Perſon. He that ſhould prerend Reſpect and Kind- 
neſs to his Friend, would be thought falſe, inhumane, and 
an impudent Hypocrite, if he ſhould be perpetually 
aiming to Cheat and Circumvent him; to plunder hin 
of his Goods and ſtrip him of his Eſtate. And not a whit 
leſs awkard will our Love be towards God our Almigh 
ty Friend and Benefactor, when we would be thoug 
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continually dettacting from him that which was givel 
him in order to Maintain it. In ſhort, till men can te 
concile Abſurdities and Contradictions ; nay, till the) 
can confute the inſpired Pen-men of the Old and Ne 
Teſtament, they muſt either relinquiſh this their Sacri 
lege, or quit their Title to any Piety or Religion. Fool 
Mortals that we are! Is this He that we muſt b: 115 
5 8 15 
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ting our Tricks upon 2 And becauſe we are ſhorr-ſighted 


and are ſtill blunderirig-in the dark as to what reſpects 
our duty in Religious Affairs, do we think Him fo 


blind as not to ſee into all the naſtineſs and hypocriſy of 
our Hearts ? Is this He who is the God of Vengeance 
and whoſe Fealouſy burns like. fire when . provok'd by fo. 
tremendous Enormities, and do we ſtill go on to repeat 


theſe our Provocations 2 No, rather let us deprecate 


his Anger, and divert Him by our hearty Prayers, that 
we may ſoamend of this our horrid Impiety, that what- 
ever may be our Puniſhment in this World for our crying 


Sins , this of Sacrilege may not be laid to our Charge 
in the next. ' ES ix, 8 2 a 
Admitting (though not granting) that Defrauding 
the Prieſt of his Tithes, &: were. no Sacrilege, yer 
what Authority hath any one to deprive him of his Due 
more than another? Hath any one a Patent or Warrant 
either from God- or Man to play the Thief here rather 
than in any thing elſe ? I think what I have been men- 
tioning may ſhew the contrary of this. Therefore it is 
lome Evil Spirit ſure that poſſeſſeth the hearts of ſome 
bold, fool-hardy Men who ſcarce know what they do, 
when they thus continually haraſs and torment” their 
Prieſt above all others. Why don't they try their Talents 
of Thieving in orher circumſtances, and ſhew themſelves 
dextrous in robbing upon the Highway, in breaking 


| open Houſes, in rifling their Neighbours of their Goods, 


in diving into their Pockets, and other ſuch notable 
| Legerdemains > Why don't they exerciſe their Art and 
Cunning here as well as upon their Parſons 2 Why, the 


oy 


Reaſon is plain. They haye more Honour and Genero- 


| fity in them (or at leaſt as they imagine ) than to com- 


mit ſuch things, the uſual crimes of common Beggers 
and notorious Miſereants. And though they will ſell 


G 2 their 


45 


"4 DISCOURSE 


their God, their Church, their Country, without the 
leaſt qualm or remorſe of Conſcience, when in Dignity 
or publick Truſt; yet theſe, mean, paultery Vices 


they ſcorn and abominate. They have more Honour in 


them than to be ſo pitifully Unjuſt. They leave theſe 
things for poor, dirty Knaves of inferior Rank. They 


are too great, or at leaſt roo wiſe to Involve themſelyey 


in thoſe things which directly tend to ſevere Corredion, 


and whoſe Reward alone is that of the. Halter. Ay, 
but, Friend, when thou makeſt any pretenſions to Ho- 
nour and Honeſty, have a care how thou art incon- 
ſiſtent with thy ſelf. Beware how thou betrayeſt thy 
folly and abſurdity in pretence of abhorring ſome Ads 


of Injuſtice, and yet at the ſame time be Guilty of thoſe 


which in themſelves are much more heinous, and in the 


eye of the juſt and ſober World not a whit leſs Odious 


and Scandalous. Leſs Scandalous: this ſort of Theſt 
cannot be; by reaſon it carries with it all the marks of 
diſhonour and difingenuity that the fouleſt Sin poſſibly 
can have. In reſpect of the bare ſcandal, a Tithe-ſtez 


ler is as contemptible a Creature in the eye of a wiſe 


juſt, and upright Man, as a Sheep- ſtealer or any other 
vile Thief that may be. For whatſoever ſavours of an 
immodeſt, diſingenuous Spirit, of beggerly Principles 


and want of Generoſity,that he is endowed. with to thc 


utmoſt degree. Moreover, leſs heinous than any other 


this ſort of Theft cannot be, becauſe it is of as deep 3 


Dye as any. It caſts a double reflection, as being a Con 
tempt of God's Honour as well as the Prieſt's Right. 
It's Theft in complication, or Injuſtice which ſtriles 
two ways; for whenever it is committed, both God and 
Man do ſhare the Injury. Beſides, it's not the real a. 
lue of the thing Stolen, ſo much as the natural depraya- 
tion of the Action, which aggrandizeth and enhanſeth 


the 
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teal from thence but che worth of a Shilling, 'm a great- 


zac. The Tranſlation is thus: Qi enim tres ſacros ſe- 


Sometimes the Crime is to be eſtimated purely from the 


dred Pounds per annum; in this caſe no ſcruple can 


greateſt Act. of Injuſtice hath been ſhewn. This can be 
no Moot-point. For without doubt, whom I have De- 
frauded moſt in any thing of common Uſe, to him I 
have ſhewd my ſelf the greateſt Knave, and conſequent- 
y, to him I have been moſt Unjuſt. 5 
This Rule holds in ſome Adds of Injuſtice, but not 
nall. In the Act of Tithe-ſtealing. it doth not. Here 
we muſt not judge of the heinouſneſs of the Crime from 
the value of the thing Stolen, (as in ſome Citeumſtan- 
es) but from the · Nature of the thing which is Stole- 
Tithes are Sacred things as well as Church - Goods, and 
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che Crime. For Inſtance : If I break open a Church and 


er Criminal than if I commit bare Burglary and do Fe- 
loniouſly plunder my Neighbour of a Thouſand Pounds. 
And this is plain to a Rational Man: For the one Act 
js but naked or ſimple Theft, the other is Theft double- - 
dyd. And this Doctrine Ariſfotle ſeems to warrant 
when he ſays in his firſt Book of his Rhetorick, cha. 15, - 
0 » rela ſee huwbtiage xiiilas xgv mov. alxioouey* - 
ui tay. im myopia, De mam iNdrTw;, x; W wo iow 


miobolos (qui parvi ſunt pretit ) furatus faerit , is aliam 
quamvis injuriam fecerit. Ac aliquandoquidem fic uti dixi, 
major cenſetur injuria : Aliquando verg ex damno dato ma- 
jor judicatur, & cujus nulla eſt equalis vindicta, ſed om. 
n que ſtatuatur minor eſt, & cujus non . eſt Medicina... 


pravity of the Fact, ſometimes again from the Damage 
which is done our Neighbour. ex. gr. If I Defraud 
one Neighbour of a Penny, and another of an Hun- 


ariſe ſo far as to let me canvaſs to which Party the 


to 
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to rob here holds as in robbing a Church, as aforemes. 
tion d. He then who Defrauds the Prieſt of but a pen. 
nyworth of Tithe has more to anſwer for before God, 
than if he had ſtole ten thouſand times the Value of any 
thing elſe, which was only of common and profane uſe 
And if this be ſo, (as who doubts it ?) Ithink it's high 
time for Sacrilegious Cheats not only to bethink but 
correct themſel ves too; to ſit down and conſider what 
they have done; leſt, in the upſhot, they one day find, 
that after all their mighty noiſe of Wiſdom and Cunning, 
and the notable Quirks which they have put upon ther 
Pricſts, they have, in the main, put the moſt effeQual 

Trick upon themſel ves. 
For this Cheating the Prieſt is but the Devil's Lure; 
whereby he artificially hampers: the Souls of Men; 
ſoothing them with the hopes of being Rich and en. 
creaſing their Subſtance whileſt they are thus dipping 
their Fingers in things Sacred, and that do not at al 
appertain to them. But alas! when Gain is attended 
with no Bleſſing, or Wealth is got by undue, unwarran- 
rable means, no wonder it tends to a miſerable end, and 
in the length to deſtroy the Man. Though (as Holy Jo 
ſpeaks He bath ſwallowed down riches, he fhall vomit th 
up again: God ſhall caſt them-uur of his belly, Job 20, 15: 
People may haſten to be Rich if they pleafe ; but 
they would be really ſo and thrive in their Getrings, 
would not by any means adviſe them to take this me- 
thod of Robbing God. For that will never be the v 
to advance either themſel ves or their Subſtance. Ti 
Wiſe Man ſays, 17 is a ſnare to the man who devoureth thi 
which is holy, and after vows to make. enquiry, Prov. 20. 
25. That is, he who defrauds God, his Prieſts, or hi 
Poor, has horribly entangled himſelf, aud is miſtaken 
if he thinks to get free quickly of this curſed ey 
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ever he doth. And if he ſhould vow to make repara- 
tion for this his Offence, let him have a care how he 
ſeeks to quit himſelf of his Reſolution, and return to 
his old Sacrilegious Cuſtom. Biſhop Patrict para- 
phraſerh it thus. There are two pieces of Prophandſs 
( fays he) which intungle him that is guilty of them, in 
great troubles ; nay, bring ruine upon him. Firſt when he 
makes no diſtin&ion between things Holy and Common, but 
converts that which was conſecrated to God (the firſt Fruits 
ſuppoſe, or ſuch lite ſacred things) to his own proper aſe 
and Secondly, When he vows in diſtreſs, to give ſomething 
unto God; But having obtained his defires, ſtudies how he 
may be looſed from his Obligation. Like ſome awkard, 
hypocritical Penitents, who in the day of Viſitation 
when God hath proved them with ſome grievous Sick- 
neſs, ſhall promiſe- fairly towards the amendment for 
the future, provided He will be ſo Gracious and Mer- 
ciful as tolend them a Future, and ſpare their Lives for 
a longer reſpite. . When as no ſooner doth he grant the 
Prayer, and they return to their priſtine Vigour and 
athletick Health, but they ungratefully ſteer to their 
old courſe, and forget their Proteſtations which they 
had lately made to God, when upon the brink of Death, 
and are (till evading what they have ſo ſolemaly Promi- 
ſed. In like manner will the Sacrilegious man, when 
God ſends forth his holy Spirit to forewarn him, and. 
lets looſe his Conſtience upon him, to check him; pro- 
miſe golden Mountains in a hot fit of Piety and mood 
of Charity; and that he will do great things for God 
and Religion, his Prieſts, the Poor, Gr. but let the 
qualm go off (as God knows it ſeldom ſtays long) and 

he recovers himſelf; he is as he was; as impious as - 
ever in Robbing God and cheating Man. Thou exe- 
cable Wretch ! could T but reach thee with my ped, ; 
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could I bur draw thy Picture in its exact Lincaments 
and full Proportion, and decypher thee throu 


f . | hou "| 
would ſhew the World ſuch a vile, — la Hu, 
that it ſhould never ceaſe Praiſing God for his Almigb. 

ty Juſtice in dooming thee to be Curs d. 


But the Great God of Heaven grant that none, » 
wot one, may perſiſt in this his Wickedneſs, but rather 
that he may ſee his Error, and return, and Repent ef 
his horrid Sacrilege. Let him for his Blaſphemy ak 
Pardon of God, and for che Injury which he has dong, 
Jet him give (what in him lies J Satigfadtion to the 
Prieſt, Let him learn to ſhew God that Reverenee 
which is due, and to give the Diſpenſers" of. his Holy 
Myſteries that which is their own by a. moſt peculia 


Right ; and, in a word, let him that ſtole ſteal no mint, 
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